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Sincere THOUGHTS 

© Touching the FAITH _ 

Jn," eee 

Lord  Feſw Cbriſt, 
eee eee 


Doftrine of the Apoſtles, 


= IERE is no one Axiom more 
' te Clear in it ſelf, or more generally 
admitted and acknowledged, than 
that every Man muſt be Saved by his 
own Faith. And therefore it becomes every 
Man, Learned and Unlearned, ſeriouſly to 
conſider and determine, what it is, that he 
doth really Believe in matters relating to his 
Eternal Salvation. And altho' great Deference 


18 


Deut. 4. 2. 
Prov.30.6. 


[8] 


is to be paid to thoſe, whom we do acknow- 
ledge to be either Wiſer or more Learned 
than our ſelves, and eſpecially to Biſhops, 
prove and Deacons, whoſe Office it is to 
nſtruct and Teach us; and above all to Ge- 
neral- Aſſemblies and Councils. Yet we are 
to prefer, even before them, the Word of God, 
as it is delivered down to us, by Moſes and 
the Prophets and by our Saviour and his A- 
poſttes; and to remember that the Scriptures 
are written for our Inſtruction, as well as 
theirs, and that the Scriptures are their Com- 
miſſion. And that they are neither to add 
nor alter. And that whatever they ſay, ore 
than is warranted by the Scripture, is Hu- 
mane and Fallible, and tho? it ſhonld be ſtrict- 
ly true, yet the Faith built thereupon is Hu- 
mane only, not Divine; for the nature of 
the Evidence determines the kind of Faith. 

With all due Submiſſion therefore to better 
Judgments, and to the Authorities of Churches 
and of the Fathers, I crave leave to Think 
and Believe for my ſelſ, thereby endeavour- 
ing to ſecure my own Salvation. And as 1 
am Baptized into the Church of England, I 
think J have her leave ſo to do. And that 
ſhe thereby ſtands diſtinguiſhed from, the 
Church of Rome, who ſtrictiy (as 1 have 
heard) and I think unreaſonably and unwar- 
rantably, requires all her Members to believe 
zs the Church believes. YT . 


- 
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I have therefore conſidered, and, for my 
own Satisfaction, do write down what my 
Faith is, with the Scripture Evidences on 
which I build the fame: Freely depoſing my 
own Mind and Thoughts, and Comments 
thereupon, and what ſeems to me naturally 
to flow. from the Text itſelf, and to be the 
genuine meaning of it, with due regard 
always to the Context: Conſulting herein, 
nevertheleſs, thoſe, and thaſe only, that have 
been always reputed Orthodox, Learned, and 
Honeſt. And humbly. beſeeching the only 
Wiſe God to give me his aſſiſtance in the 


obtaining of ar righ Mind. and Judgment in 


all matters neceſſary to my Salvation; and 
that in order thereunto I may hear, read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt, the holy 
Scriptures, Lord lift thou up the Light of 
thy Countenance upon me, and lead me in- 
to all Truth; that I may krow thee the 24 
= God. and thy Son Teſus Chriſt our Lor 
17. 3. 


To proceed then, 


j have been long ſince taught, by 4 A very IS 
good Maſter in Divinity, that there are three 511. Norris 


Rreſtions , that every Man ought to conſi- 
der, vix. What God is? What we our ſelves 
are? And what we ought to be? And yet I 
am almoſt deterred from taking the firſt Que: 

{t10n 
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ſtion into Conſideration, when I refle& upon 


the many Hereſies and Schiſms wherewith 


the Church of Chriſt hath been infeſted up- 
on this head, for 14 or 1500 Years laſt paſt ; 
But when I read that natural Aphoriſm , 
quoted by the Author to the Hebrews, Ch. 1 1. 
v. 6. and by him delivered, not as Revelati- 
on, but as Reaſon, That he that cometh un- 
to God, muſt believe that he is; I muſt deter- 
mine either not to come to God, or to 
conſider what God is, for even that Conſi- 
ceration is in ſome meaſure precedent to the 
Qneſtion, whether there be a God or no? 
being of Neceſſity that a Man muſt have 
nne Conception, ſome confuſe Notion at 
caſt, what that God is, which he is en- 
quiring after? And which when he hath 
found, he may enquire more diſtinctly into 
the Nature of him. I obſerve that all Di- 
vines argue the Belief of a God from Reaſon, 
not from Scripture, becauſe, as I conceive 
it would be in vain to offer the Word of 


God in proof or argument to him that doth 
not yet believe there is a God. The Philoſo- | 


phers therefore may be ſafely conſulted here- 
in. In brief then, I have learn't that if ever 
there was no Being, there never could have been 
any, ſo that there muſt have been ſome Being 
from all Eternity: Some Firſi C auſe of all things; 
for in this ſence, ex nibilo nihil fit. This 


Eternal Being, I believe to be God, the One | 
i Eternal, 


| 
| 
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Eternal, Original, Univerſal Eſſence, Ens Enti- 
um, ipſa Entitas ex ſe ſubſiſtens & quam om- 
nes & omnia participant, & in qua exiſtunt, 
& (ine qua nihil. Having this foundation to 
proceed upon: I come unto God, Believing, 
that he is. And I further argue, that, he be- 
ing the Firſt and Only cauſe of all things, he 
only is Omnipotent, and that all Perſons and 
Things being partakers of his Being, and ex- 
iſting in him, that where ever any Being is, 
there is God; ſo God is Qmnipreſent, And 
that being Omnipreſent, he is alſo Omniſcient 
and knoweth all things. And I alſo take it 


to be a firſt principle of Reaſon and Nature, Mat. 19. 


that God is good, or, in other Words, that 


he is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek Heb. 11.6. 


him: And fo alſo the Heathen Poet 


If we to Gods with Incenſe go, 
Tis for the Bleſſings they beſtow. 


o plain, ſo eaſy, and ſo intelligible is the 


Eternal Power and Godhead, and fo manifeſt- 
ed unto us, even by the Light of Nature, Rom. 
1. 19, 20. And yet I come thirſting to Reve- 
lation, to ſee what God ſays of himſelf, and 
there I find the Dictates of Reaſon and Na- 
rure confirmed and eſtabliſhed. And we have 
it from God himſelf, that his Name is, I am, 
or I am he, that is, EY uw d d, in Latin, 
Ego ſum qui ſam, in Engliſh, I am that am, 
85 TY 5+ 7 | for 


[12 ] 

for to read it, I am that I am, varies · the 
Senſe, and reduces it to fignify no more than 
what St. Paul ſays of himſelf, 1 Cor. 15. 10. 
(or any Man may ſay,) I am what Iam. We 
alſo read, that he 3s the Almighiy God, the 
maker of Heaven and Earth, and that God is 
Som 20. One, I am the Lord thy God. And thou ſhalt 
3. have none other Gods but me. And Thou ſhalt 
Dear rj Worſhip the Lord thy God; and him only ſhalt 
thou ſerve. And as to Gods Omnipreſence and 
Omniſcfence, they are aſcertained bo St. Paul, 

the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, by a Quo- 
tation, even from their own Poets, and may 
therefore be deemed an Original Plant of 
A3.17.27, Reaſon, engrafted into Revelation, that God 
| 28. 1s not far from us; for in him we live and 

move, and have our being. And that be on! 

is Wiſe, Rom. 16. 27. And that he only s 

Good, Mat. 19. 17. Hereby we fee how Rea- 

ſon and Revelation conſpire together, in aſ- 
certaining the fame  fundamenta] Truths. 


Gen. 2. 4* 


And how could it be otherwiſe > Who ſhould - 


{uppoſe that the Light of Nature, ſhould be 
obſcured, or darkened by Revelation? No 

Man {ure that conſiders that the s 559 is the 

Light both of God and Man. That in his 

Light we fee Light: So that Revelation is 

not a new Light, but a clearer diſcovery of 

the fame Light. which always before ſhined 

Jo. 1. 3. in darkieſs, tho? the darkneſs my tex it 
not: And which now ſhines ont brighter and 
8 _ Clearer 
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. 
clearer by Revelation. But it muſt alſo be 
conſidered, that there are alſo Wine Truths 
of Fact, which depend only upon Evidence, 
or Revelation confirmed by Miracles, and 
could never have been diſcovered, by the 
Light of Nature, or the dint of thinking; 
nor can they, when diſcovered, be proved 
in a ſcientifical way. As particularly, the 
Redemption of the World by our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, foretold, at firſt, by God 
himſelf, immediately aſter the Fall of Adam, 
Gen. 3. 15. And I, God, will put Enmity be- 
tween thee, the Serpent, and the Woman; and 
between thy Seed and her Seed : It ſhall bruiſe ' 


thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel. And 


afterwards explained, and again foretold by 
= rv the Prophet, C. 7. v. 16. Behold a 
Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a Son: And 
ſhall call his Name Immanuel. And then 
as to the manner of this Conception, 
the Angel Gabriel, ſent from God, gives us 
this account, Lake 1. viz. after his grand Sa- 
lutations to Mary (who was afterwards the 
Mother of this promiſed Seed, and before that 
time was eſpouſed to Joſeph) Behold, ſays he, 
V. 31. Thou ſhalt conceive in thy Womb, and 
bring forth a Son, and ſhalt call his Name Jeſus. 
And this ſhall be ſe virili Concubitu, v. 34. 
for he added, v. 35. the Holy Spirit ſhall come 
upon thee. and the power of the Higheſt ſhall over- 
ſhadow thee; And therefore Neog; i 5 _ 
| | | | ol 


[14 ] 
Holy thing, which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be 
called'the So of God. And St. Matthew gives 
us an account of the Birth of Jeſus Chriſt, 
C. 1. v. 13. And that when as his Mother 
Mary was eſpouſed to Joſeph, before they 


came together, ſhe was found with Child of 


the Holy Spirit. And v. 20. How the Angel 
of the Lon ſatisfied Foſeph, touching that 
matter; by ſaying unto him, fear not to 
tale unto thee Mary thy Wi for that which 
ic conceived. or begotten in her, is of the Holy 
Spirit: And in purſuance of the {Fines ah 
above recited. - And that ſhe did accordingly 
bring forth her Firſt Born Son, and called his 
Name Jeſus; becauſe ſays the Text, v. 21. He 
ſball ſave his People from their Sins. This is 
the declared reaſon and ſignification of the 
Name of Jeſus z and the ſignification of that 
other Name Rerwanuel, is alſo declared v. 23. 
which being interpreted, ſays the Text, is 
God with us. The reaſon of that then is to 
be enquired into, and that I find in St. Fohr's 
Goſpel, C. 1. v. 14. And the 3 2 was made 
fleſh and dwelt among ws, i. e. dwelt in fleſh 
among us, or according to Arch-Biſhop Tillot- 
ſor, and the original Text, Tabernacled among 
#5. Or according to Timothy, 1 Tim. 3. 16, 
God was manifeſt in the fleſh. or. as it is elſe- 
where ſaid, I him dwelt the fulneſs of the 
Godhead bodily, Col. 2. 9. Now all this I ve- 
rily believe; bre it, as Matter of 8 
we 


7. 
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well atteſted by the Sacred Writings, and not 
capable of Scientifical Demonſtration, and 
therefore I don't Reaſon about it. I read the 
Texts, and ſeek to underſtand what is there- 
by declared and expreſſed, and ſo much I be- 
lieve, and no more, my Reaſon entirely ac- 
quieſcing herein, and acknowledging the 
poſſibility of the Facts, as they ſtand related, 
inaſmuch as al/ things are poſſible with God, 
Mat. 19. 26. and for that theſe Relations, as 
Matters of Fact, do not in any manner jarr 
with, or contradict any known Principle of 
Reaſon: I alſo believe, as well atteſted by 
the Sacred Writings, that the ſame Jeſus was 
the Meſſias, the Angel of the Covenant, the 
5 ðũ , he that ſhould come into the World, 
that was expected by the Jews, and foretold 
by Moſes and the Prophets, That he was 4 
Man like unto us in all things, Sin only except- 
ed, And that as ſuch he had an Humane 
Soul, as every Man elſe hath, and without 
which, Fleſh and Blood is not Man. But I 
read not in Scripture of an HYPOSTATICK 
UNION. I and my Father are One, don't 
come up to it. I ſhall therefore explain my 
ſelf upon thoſe Words, upon occafion which 
will herein ſoon offer it ſelf. Yet I learn by 
Scripture, and do verily believe, that every 
Mans Soul, is an Lage of God, Gen. 1. 27: 
and that the Soul of Chriſt was his expreſs 
Image, Heb. 1. 3. And I farther learn by Scrip- 

ture, 


Mat. 1. 1 


L. 3: 38. 


[16 ] 

ture, and by 1 that all Souls are parta- 
kers of the Eſſence of God; and are united 
to his Eſſence, At 17. 28. and conſiſted by 
it: And would L conceive by diſunion be an- 
nihilated. And I alſo conceive on the other 
hand, that if it were poſſible for a Soul to be 
united to God, by ſo firi# an Union as to 
become God, it would thereby ceaſe to be an 
Image of him, as being abſorbed into his In- 
nite Eſſence: And might juſtly be ſaid to 
ceaſe to be a Soul, and would be as it was be- 
fore its Creation, in poſſe only and not in eſſe, 
not in rerum naturd, as a Soul, as an Image of 
God. And I don't clearly ſee the difference, 
between this and Annihilation; which ſtrict- 
ly ſpeaking, is only ceaſing to be in rerum na- 
turd, i. e. the power and energy of its Being, 
and whereby it was ſo confiſted, being reſu- 
med into Original Being, or rather cealing to 
flow from it. 

I now proceed to conf! der, in what Sence, 
our Saviour is, in Holy Writ, called the Son 
of God; Firſt, he is entituled to that Appel- 


1. lation, 28 he was the Son of David, who 


was the Son of Abraham, who was the Son of 
Adam, who was the Son of God. And thus 
as Men, and as we derive our Pedigrees from 
Adam, we are all the Sons of God: And if 
we ſhew our ſelves Men, we ſhall alſo be 
Heirs of God, and Joint-Heirs with Chriſt. 
But beſides this, our Saviour hath a r 
ight 
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Right and Title to this Appellation, even as 
a Man; which are all recognized and proved 
by the learned Dr. Pearſon, late Lord Biſhop 
of Cheſter, in his much valued expoſition of 
the Creed, and which I have heard particu- 
larly commended by learned Sons of the 
Church, both in publick Sermons, and pri- 
vate Conferences. The firſt of them is, ac- 
cording to the Texts before quoted, becanſe 
he was begotten by the Spirit of God, and born 
of the Virgin Mary; That that was conceived or 
begotten in her was of tit holy Spirit. And 
therefore ſays the Angel to the Virgin, That 
which ſhall be born of thee, ſhall be called the 
Son of God. Thus he is the Son of God 
by Generation, as begotten of him. Second- 
ly, he is alſo the Son of God by Commithon, 
as the Prophet of God, and as ſent by him, 
and deſigned for ſo high an Office, as the 
Saviour and Redeemer of the World, The 
Angel of the Covenant, the Peacemaker between 
God and Man. Now all the Prophets of 
God have been heretofore uſually called Gods, 
as Witneſs even God himſelf, Pſ. 82. 6. 1 
have ſaid ye areGods, but he ſhews them not- 
withſtanding, in the next Verſe, that they 
were Men, and ſhould dye like Men, and fo 
they did; for the Prophets are dead. And 
this very Text is quoted by our Saviour upon 
this occaſion. The Text tells us, there were 
diviſions among the Jews, touching our Savi- 
5 dur, 


Jo. 10. 18 
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our, and fom2 thought him Mad, others not: So 
that at a certain time, v. 22, 23. they came 
round about him, to be reſolved of the irDoubts, 
and ſaid unto him, if thou be the Chriſt, tell 
1s plainly, and v. 25. he ſaid that he had al- 
ready told them ſo, and then charged them 
with unbelief, v. 27. and diſobedience to his 
Voice as Shepherd; he having in the begin- 
ning of the Chapter, deſcribed and declared 
3 to be the good Shepherd that givet h 
Life for the Weep, v. 11. and defends 
hay m Thieves, v. 10. and Wolves, v. 12. 
And in the 27th Ve-ſe, he ſays, that his Sheep 
hear his Voice and follow him, and v. 28. 
to them Ve gives Life eternal, and they ſhall 
never periſh, neither ſha!l any pluck them out 
of his Hand. And then he owns. that all this 
is by Power and Authority from ou hzs Father, 
v. 29. who gave them to him, and who is 
greater than all, and that none is able to pluck 
them out of his Fathers Hands, And then 
he ſavjoins, v. 30. 1 and my Father, ſumus 


unum (not unus Deus, but unum) the plain 


meaning of which is, that my Father and I, 
purſuing one and the ſame deſian, of keeping 
and defending the Sheep, he by his own Pow- 
er, | by Authority from him, you can no 
more plack them out of my Hands, than out 
of his Hands, for it is all one, if you pluck 
them out of my Hand you do at the ſame 
time pluck them out of his; which is impoſ- 

| ſible; 
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[ 19 ] 
ſible, for he 7s greater than all; and it is all 
one to ſay, that you will pluck them out of 
his Hand, as to ſay that you will pluck them 
out of mine, who am acting, wider him, and 
by his Authority; tor my Father and | are 
upon one and the ſawe deſign, we deſign the 
fame unum, the ſame one thing, viz. to keep 
the Sheep, and if you hinder one of us, you 
hinder both; if you prevent one of us, you 

revent us both; being both of us united in 
one and the fame Act of keeping the Sheep, 
Then, i. e. upon his ſaying, Ego & Pater 
mens ſumus unum, the Jews, v. 31. took up 
Stones to ſtone him. Why ſo? Not for his 
good Works, v. 33. but for Blaſphemy, which. 
they alledged againſt him; becauſe he being 2 
Man, did (as they faid) make himſelf God. 
But our Saviour denied the Charge (and ſhall 
we conſeſs what he denied? Would it not be 
Blaſphemy in 2 as well as in him?) for he 
quoted the Pſalm above mentioned, and gave 
them to underſtand, that he had not ſpe k 
ſo largely of himſelf, as to ſay he was God, 
yet that it might have been warranted from 
the Scriptare, in a Sence wherein all the Pro- 
phets before him, tho' but Min, were called 
Gods; but that yet the higheſt Title that he, 
whom his Father had ſanified and ſent into 
the World, aſſumed to himſelf, was, v. 36. 
That I am the Son of God; which was a leſs 
denomination than that charged upon him, 
C 2 whereby 
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L 20 ] 
whereby it is very plain, that Jeſus as Chriſt, 
as the Meſſiah, and as Man, was the Son 0 
God; which might have been deduced in 
fewer Words, without recital of the Context. 
The reaſon of which recital is to explain, v. 
30. with reſpe& to what I had ſaid before; 
which I think is done effectually: And how- 
ever the Words have been ſince underſtood, 
there was then no Charge upon our Saviour 
in reſpect of the Word, umm, for it may well 
be ſuppoſed, that they readily underſtood the 
true meaning of that, ſo that was not ſo much 
as alledged by the captious Jews, to ſupport 


their Charge of Blaſphemy,which yet is now, 


for ought I perceive, the chief, if not the 
only, ſupport of the Hypoſtatick Onion. But 
the whole reaſon of the Jews Charge of Blaſ- 
phemy upon our Saviour, muſt be ſuppoſed 
to be contained in our Saviours defence of 
himſelf, v. 36. That their Charge of Blaſphe- 
my againſt him, was only grounded upon his 
ſaying, that he was the Son of God, that is 
in ſtrictneſs, becauſe he ſaid Pater meus, and 
not Pater noſter. See Cl. Harmony. 

A Third Reaſon for the acknowledging of 
Jeſus to be the Son of God, is, becauſe God 
raiſed him from the Dead; as it 1s written, 
AFs 13. 34, 35, 36. God hath fulfilled the 
Promiſe unto us, in that he hath raiſed up Je- 


ſus again, as it is alſo written in the ſecond 


Plalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begot- 
ten 


| [ 21 ] 

ten thee, The Grave, as Bp. Pearſon expreſſes 
it, is as the Wowb of the Earth, and Chriſt 
iwho is raiſed from thence, 1s, as 1t were, be- 
gotten to another Life; and God who raiſed 
him is his Father. And Col. 1. 18 he is cal- 
led the firſt born from the dead, which the Bi- 
ſhop calls a Note of Generation. And his 
fourth Reaſon is, that he was made Heir of al} 
things, and is ſet down at the Right Hand of 
the Majeſty on high, being made ſo much 
better than the Angels as he hath by Inheri- 
tance obtained a more excellent Name than 
they: For unto which of the Angels faid he 
at any time, Thou art my Son, this day have I 
begotten thee, Heb. 1. 3, 4, 5. 8 

Thus the Biſhop acknowledges our Savi- 
ours fourfold right to the Title of the Son of 
God; and I take for granted, that he means, 
tho? he don't ſo expreſs it, that he is thus in- 
tituled as Man, Res ipſa loquitur, and I am 
fully ſatisfied herein, the ſame being plain 
and eaſy, and by expreſs words of Scripture z 
but the Biſhop himſelf was not herewith ſa- 
tisfied, for beſides theſe four, which are con- 
tained in one fingle Page of his Book, yet 
ſays he, we muſt find a more peculiar ground 
of our Saviours Filiation (ſo he terms it) and 
labours very hard for near 40 Pages to find 
t out; which to me I confeſs is not clear; 
and I ſhall occaſionally conſider ſome, if not 
all the parts of it. In the mean time it ſeems 
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to me, that all the Phraſes in Scripture, ex- 
preſſive of our Saviour, are by what is alrea- 
dy ſet down, juſtified and ſupported, viz. 
A Man, the Son of Man, the Son of David, 
the Son of God, Feſus, the Chriſt, the Meſſiah, 
22 of God, he that ſhould come, and he that 

id come into the World, the begotten of the Fa- 
ther, the only begotten of God (both in his Birth 
and Reſurrection) the ff born from the Dead, 
the Heir of all things, Gods own Son, his belo- 
ved Son in whom he is well pleaſed, and his on- 

Son that did ſo pleaſe him, the King of the 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
Sins of the World, the Saviour of the World, 
the Prophet that ſhould come into the World, the 
Meſſenger of the Covenant, the Mediator between 
Gad and Man, even Feſus the Son of Joſeph. 
Theſe are ſo many ſeveral deſignations of the 
Perſon of Chriſt, promiſcuouſly and ſynoni- 
mouſly uſed throughout the Holy Writ, and 
to which he is entituled as Man, and to which 
I may alſo add, that of High Prieſt, and alſo 
that of Judge both of Quick and Dead: Where- 
upon this Queſtion naturally ariſes, Whether or 
no Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, whoſe ſeveral de- 
nominations in Scripture, eſpecially, that of 
Son of God, hold good of him as a Mar, 
ought to be worſhipped as Gad? And herein I 
have ſearched and conſidered the Writings 
of ſeveral judicious and learned Divines of the 
Church of Erglarnd, and the reaſons by. them 

_ | Aſſigned 
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Aſſigned for their ſeveral Opinions. And 
have alſo conſidered the Objections made by 
themſelves to their own Opinions, and their 
Anſwers to them. And having firſt freely 
and impartially conſidered what they ſay, 1 
have alſo with great Freedom and Sincerity 
Penn'd down my own Thoughts herein, 
well grounded, as I conceive, upon the Sa- 
cred Scriptures; being always willing never- 
theleſs to be further and better inſtrudted and 
informed, if 1 am now in Error. And the 
ſame Sincerity will always oblige me readily 
to recant upon Conviction, having no other 
aim or intention whatſoever, than to find 
out Truth, and thereby to fave my Soul. 

Firſt then. There is a Decree, reported by 
the moſt learned and excellent Mr. Mead, and 
which he mentions to have been made by the 
Third Council of Carthage and Hippo, fo he 
ſtiles it, part whereof is in theſe Words with 
a N.B. Et cum Altari aſſiſtitur, (N. B.) Sem- 
per ad Patrem dirigatur Oratio. Thus in Eng- 
liſh. And when they ſtand at the Altar, they 
ought always to direct their Prayers to the 
Father. The Reaſon ſays Mr. Mead Book 2. 
p. 308. becauſe the Father is properly the Ob- or. 8. 6. 
ject to whom, The Son only by whom, in 
this myſtical Service (the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper) And therefore to direct here 
 ourPrayers and Thankſgivings to the Son, were 
to prevent the Order of the Myſtery. Which 
is 
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is (as he hath before proved) an Oblation of 
Praiſe and Prayer to God the Father, through 
the Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt. repreſented 
in the Symbols of Bread and Wine. 

Now this Decree thus ſupported goes a 
great way in Anſwering the Queſtion pro- 
poſed. For tho it muſt be acknowledged, 
that both this Decree, and the Reaſon of it, 
as aſſigned by Mr. Mead, are reſtrained to the 
Communion Service, yet the Text is not. And 
is not al our Service of a peece? Ought not 
all our Prayers and Praiſes in like manner to 
be offered up to God, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord? Doth not the ſame 2 oblige? 
Ought we not at all times to Worſhip the 
ſame Object? Yea ſurely, If God the Father 


be — the Object, to whom; then we 


ought always to Pray to him, through the 
Merits and Interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
only Perſon, by whom, they are offered, as 
Mediator between God and Man. And be- 
ſides, I confider our Saviour's expreſs Com- 


- mandment i in this Caſe, and which is all the 
Direction that he hath left with us, touch- 


ing this matter, when he was about to leave 
this World and to go to the Father: In that 
Day ſays he, Jo. 16. 23, 24. Whatſoever 3e 


ſhall ask the Fither in my name he will give it 
you. And this he preſcribes, as another Form 


of Prayer than what was thentofore uſed; for 
hitherto, ſays our Saviour, you have acked no- 
k thing 


2%] 
thing in my name, ak, and ye (hall receive. 
Which is alſo an expreſs Promiſe, that we 
ſhall receive what we ſo ask for, that what- 
ever we ſhall ask the Father in his Name, the 
Father will give it us. The Commandment 
is implied in the 23 Verſe and expreſs in the 
24. the Promiſe is expreſs in both Verles, 
and the Commandment again repeated in the 
26. Nor do I find any expreſs Command- 
ment, Direction or Advice, either by our 
Saviour or his Apoſtles, that we ſhould Pray, 
or pay Divine Worſhip to Chriſt our Saviour 
or that we ſhall receive, if we ſo ask; And ii 
there be none, 1 conſider that Obedience to 
plain Precepts will be more acceptable to 
him than Sacrifice. For this his Command- 
ment is preſſed ſo Home upon us in the 26th 
Verſe, and with ſuch an Emphaſis, and fo 
mighty an Aſſurance of Succeſs, that it may 
be irreſiſtable, if well heeded unto. The 
Words are theſe, Ir that day ye ſhall ack in 
my Name, and I ſay not unto you that I will 
pray the Father for you. The ſenſe and mean- 
ing of which Words, according to Dr. Ham- 
mond's Paraphraſe and Expoſition on them, 
is That you ſhall not need my offering up 
your Prayers for you, what! Not need the 
Mediation and Interceſſion of our High Prieſt, 
of our Lord and Saviour? Are our Prayers, 
to God in his Name like to be ſo prevalent? 
Mediatione ejus ſuſpenſd, yea, 2 to 
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that Paraphraſe. But notwithſtanding his 
Authority I ſhall not carry it ſo far. I ſhall 
not determine the Signification of theſe 


Words by an Ergliſh Ear, the Word in the 


+ Original being rige, and fo our Saviour 


may be underſtood, only to ſay, that he will 
make no queſtion, no doubt touching a Mans 
obtaining his requeſt; who ſhall ask any 


thing of God in the Name of Chriſt his Sa- 


viour. For, according to this, the ſame 
Author expounds the ſame Word in the for- 
mer part of the 23d Verſe, Te ſhall ask me 
nothing, that is, ſays he, ye (hall not need 
%o ask me any more Queſtions. For if the 
Engliſb Word ax in the former part of the 
234 Verſe, were underſtood in the ſame ſenſe 
chat is intended by rien, by ask in the lat- 
ter part of it, Then it would be a poſitive 
forbidding of all Prayer to Chriſt Jeſus, for 
{0 it founds in Engliſh. And in that day, i. e. 
when m dead and gone you ſhall ack me 


»9t4;;, But I conceive it is not ſo intended 


t2erc, whatever my Thoughts are otherwiſe 
touching offering up of Prayers to Chriſt 
E 

Reverence, Confeſs, Acknowledge, and Be- 
ve, to be my ever Bleſſed Saviour, the Son 
of Go4, the Lamb of God that taketh away 
the Sins of the World, and by and through 
hoe Name, Merits and Mediation, we may 
obtain remtitjzon of our Sins, but by no other name 


1 


hg ; oy * ' 
andcr Hleamun, Acts 4. 12. [ 
- 


is, whom I do, with great Humility and 
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I alſo find that Archbiſhop Tillotſon in the 
Cloſe of his Sermon upon the Incarnation of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, hath this remarkable Paſ- 
age, viz. © And by his coming he hath 
delivered Mankind from that groſs igno- 
„ rance and thick darkneſs which covered 
the Nations. And we know that the Son 
4 of God is come, and hath given us an under- 
* ſtanding to know him that js true: And we 
are in him that is true, even in his on Jeſus 
* Chriſt. This is the true God and eternal 
_ 15 And then it immediately follows, 
* Litile Children keep your ſelves from Idols. 
* What can be the meaning of this Caution? 
* And what is the Connexion of it with the 
„ foregoing Diſcourſe ? It is plainly this, 
* That the Son of God by his coming had 
<* reſcued Mankind from the Sottiſh Worſhip 
of Idols; and therefore he cautions Chri- 
* ſtjans to take great heed of relapſing into 
** Idolatry, by Worſhipping a Creature or the 
* Image and likeneſs of any Creature, in- 
* ſtead of God. And becauſe he forefaw 
that it might be objected to Chriſtians, as 
“jn Fact it was afterwards by the Heathen, 
that the Worſhip of Chriſt, who was 2 
* Mar, was as much Idolatry, as that which 
e the Chriſtians charged the Heathen withall. 
* Therefore St. John effectually to prevent 
e the Force of this plauſible Objection, tho 
* he perpetually, throughout his Goſpel de- 
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* cJares Chriſt to be really a Man, yet he 
« expreſsly alſo affirms him to be God, and 
the true God; and conſequently Chriſti- 
ans might lately pay Divine Worſhip to 
him without Fear or Danger of Idolatry : 
Cc We are in him that is true, even in his Son 
&* Jeſus Chriſt : This is the true God and Eter- 
e Ha Life: Little Children keep your ſelves 
& from Idols. | 

{ obſerve hereupon that the Archbiſhop 
hath declared, what Idolatry is, and the Ob- 
jection is, that to Worſhip Chriſt is Idola- 
try: And [that it is a plauſible Objection, that 
is, ſeemingly Fair and Honeſt; and to make 
it the more ſo, he admits that St. 7ohn, 
throughout his whole Goſpel (perpetually is 
his Word) declares Chriſt to be really a Manz 
yet that by the Text above by him quoted, 
the force of the Objection is effectually pre- 
vented, Chriſt being, as he ſays, thereby ex- 
preſsly affirmed ro be God. And upon this 
Text he lays the whole ſtreſs of the matter, 
having made a free Conceſſion touching the 
import of St. John's Goſpel. But I reckon 
that this Text doth by no means take off 
the Force of the Objection. For that this 
Text, if you read it according to the Kin 
M. S. taken notice of by Dr. Hammond Then 
the Words are, And we know that the Son of 
God is come, and hath given us an underſtand- 
ing to know Tiv «aifuvey ©cy the true God, and 


c 
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we are in the true one, x, and in his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
not even in his Son Jeſus Chriſt. And if we 
read the whole Epiſtle, this Verſe, thus cleared 
by the M. d, is according to the true Tenor of it. 
And it is not eaſy to underſtand it in any other 
ſenſe. And it was at leaſt as natural and genuine 
to have added, and as, even, in the Engliſh Tran- 
ſlation, tho the M. S. had not been extant. And 
then what follows, Ihis is the true God, and 
Eternal Life. This God that I have all along 
declared to you, ever from the beginning of my 1 Jo. 1. 1, 
Preaching, and throughout this Epiſtle, is 2, 3. 
the true God; and the way, that I have 2.5. 
pointed out to you to obtain Eternal Salva- 
tion, 1s to know both him and the Son (and 
ſo I told you before expreſsly, Jo. 17. 3.) 


For if you deny the Son, you deny both 1Jo.2. 22, | | 


Father,and Son; you can have no knowledge * 
of one, without the other, you can have no 24. 
Salvation even from God the Father, but by 

his Som Jeſus Chriſt : Who gave himſelf for ss, © 
and whom God, in great Love to ws, ſent in. 4 9. 
to the World for that purpoſe.” And it is a 
natural inference, from the whole Epiltle, that 
this God whom St. 7ohn Preaches, being the 
only true God, that he only is to be Wor- 
ſhipped. And therefore ſays St. John, very 
appoſitely, Keep your ſelves from Idols, from 
all falſe Gods, this being the true one ; which 
is a full Anſwer to the Biſhops two Queſti- 
ons, what can be the meaning of the _— 

on 
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on? And what is the Connexion of it with 
the foregoing Diſcourſe? And, upon the 
whole matter, the Objection yet remains in 
full Force, notwithſtanding what his Lord- 
ſhip hath laid down in Anſwer to it. 

And I further find, that the above named 
Dr. Pearſon, in his Expoſition upon the Creed, 
in Contemplation of the ſame Objection, de- 


clares what Idolatry is in his Opinion, viz. 
That for a Man to worſhip that for God, 


which is not God, knowing that it is not 


God, is affected and groſs Idolatry. Again, 
To worſhip that as God, which is not 
** God, thinking that it is God, is not the 
fame degree, but the ſame Sin. 3dly. To 
[+ worſhip him as God, who is God, think- 


ing that he is not God, cannot be thought 


* an Act, in the formality, void of Idolatry. 
And from hence he inferrs, © That if we 
* offer divine worſhip to Chriſt, we muft 
believe him to be that eternal God, the 
** very God of Iſrael, whom we are bound to 
„ worſhip, and whom only we are to ſerve; 
according to the Texts quoted by him, Deut. 
6. 13. (which he declares to be as valid, 
now under the Goſpel, as it was under the 
Law) Thou ſhalt feer the Lord thy God, and 
ſerve him, ipſi fervies, him alone, ſays the Bi- 
ſhop, becauſe the Lord our God is one Lord. 
And Mzt. 4. 10. Get thee hence Satan, ſays 
our Saviour, for it is written, Thox ſhalt wor- 
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ſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou 

ſerve. Which 1s a quotation of the former 

Text, and ſo an Expoſition of it. And if I | 

rightly apprehend the Biſhop, he produces | 

the Text of Scripture following to prove, | 

that God hath commanded us to give the | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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> {ame worſhip to the Son, which we give to 
1 the Father, viz. Heb. 1. 6. Let all the Angels 
i of God worſhip him. Which is ſuppoſed to be 
a quotation of Pſ. 97. 7. but the Words there 
are, Confounded be all they that ſerve Graver 
5 Images, that boaſt themſelves of Idols, worſhip 


C bim all ye Gods, all ye that are his Vicege- 

b rents here on Earth. Him, Whom I pray? * 
O ſee v. 1. the Lord that Reigneth, the Sove- See Dr, i 
4 reign of the World. And I ſee no other rea- — de | 
t ſon of applying this Text to our Saviour, Place. 

4 but the Authority of the Anonymous Author 

* to the Hebrews. And therefore ſuppoſing it 

it to be rightly applied, yet it muſt alſo be ſup- 

* poſed to be ſpoken and intended of the Day 

P of Judgment, ; at which time it is elſewhere 


5 faid, Every knee fhall bow to him, and every Rev. 5. 13. 

Creature which is in Heaven, and on the Earth, 

and under the Earth, and in the Sea, ſhall do arg 
| honour to him that ſitteth upon the Throne, for 

4 | he ſhall be Superiour to them all, Judge both 

4 of Men and Angels, good and bad. And it is 

alſo written, We ſhall all then ſtand at the Ro. 14. 10. 

* Judgment Seat of Chriſt, and then ſhall every 2 Cor. 3. 

4 knee bow at the name of Feſus, and all the world pn. 1 11. 


ſhall 
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Aas 17: the Man Chriſt 
Judge both of Quick and Dead; to whom 15 
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324 
ſhall: be conbimced, and every tongue ſhall con- 


feſs, well; what (hall they confeſs; they ſhall 


confeſs in Kp“. Inge Nerds, That the Lord 
Jeſus is Chriſt ; not that he is God, (as may 
be imagined from the Engliſh Tranſlation, or 
rather Tranſpoſition) but that he was and is 
the true Meſſia, to the glory of God the Father. 
And St. John bears me Witneſs, C. 20. v. 30, 
31. that the intent of all the Miracles that 
were ever done by our Saviour, and of all 
the ſacred Scriptures, is only, that Men might 
believe that Jeſus was Chriſt, i. e. the Meſſias 
or the Son of God (which are Synonimous 
throughout the ſacred Scriptures) which tho? 
all Men are not ow perſwaded of, yet at the 
Reſurrection, at the day of Judgment, every 
Tongue ſhall confeſs it. St. John's Words are, 
zn 6 lusge {54 6 Xpròt as the Summary of our 
Faith required by the Goſpel. The Apoſtles 
Words are as before, zu K/p:G Inos Xprsds as the 
general Confeſſion at the day of Judgment. 
Who dares then, in his Confeſſions of Faith, 
go beyond the bound of the Goſpel? Who 
dares to confeſs more vom, than is required 
or expected at the day of Judgment? And ſo 
this doth not import a Commandment ; at 
leaſt not to us on this ſide the Grave, to wor- 


ſhip him as God, for this Honour, Jo. 5. 23. 


even then to be paid to him, is to be done to 
Teſus, whom God hath ordained 


191 


Almighty hath committed all Judgment, Jo. 5. 
22. for he acts even herein by Commiſſion 
from the Father, and pronounces that Judg- 
ment, which he receives from him, J. 5 


30. and it is by that Man that God jadges Ro. 2. 15. 


the World, Ad, 17. 31. for God is Judge 
himſelf, Pf. 50. 6. 

And as to the Honour then to be paid to 
him, Jo. 5. 23. J humbly offer to Conſidera- 
tion, whether or no, when the twelve Apo- 
ſtles are advanced upon their reſpective 
Thrones, and ſhall fit in Judgment on the 
twelve Tribes of Jrael, whether or no the 
Iſraelites may be ſuppoſed at that time, ſo to 
humble and demean themſelves, to their re- 
ſpective Judges, as even to bow the Knee be- 
tore them; we do ſo nom to our Earthly Pa- 
rents, and to our Temporal Judges, Kings 
and Princes, we ſerve them upon the Knee, 
and yet we don't worſhip them as Gods. 
And when the Jews, in mockery, dreſſed up 
our Saviour in Purple, and with a Crown up- 
on his Head, and upon their Knees worſhip- 
ped him; they did not pretend Divine wor- 
ſhip, but only the wotthip due to Earthly 


28. 


Kings. For the Salutation was, Hail King of 


the Jemr, Mark 1 5. 17, 18,19. And all the Crime, 
charged upon him, and for which he di- 
ed, was, that he ſaid he was King of the Fews : 
And this he freely owned, and the Inſcripti- 
on wrote over him was accordingly, 1. N 

E * 
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Rex Judeorum, Jo. 19. 21. Noli Scribere, Rex 
Judeorum, ſed quod ipſe dixit, ſum Rex Jude- 
orum. And l humbly conceive, that our 
Lord and Saviour was no otherwiſe worſhip- 
ped while on Earth. For the (ame Civil Wor- 
hip was in earneſt paid to him by the Wiſe' 
Men from the Eaſt, Mat. 2. 1, 2, they paid 
it to him, as he was born King of the Jews; 
and yet, even this Civil Worſhip was with 
Proſtration and Oblations, v. 11. And when 
Herod enquired after him, it was that he 
might alſo come, and fo worſhip him, v. 8. 
To be ſure Jairus Proſtration at Jeſus Feet, 
when he beſought him for his Daughter, L. 
8. 41. Mat. 9. 18. Mark 5. 23. was no other 
than Civil Worſhip. Nor that of the Leper, 
L. 5. 12. nor the Pathetick outcries of the 
ten Lepers, who ſaid, Feſas Maſter, have Mer- 
cy on us, L. 17.13 15. nor of the Blind Van, 
Jeſns thou Son of David, have Mercy on me, L. 
13. 38, to the 43. And as theſe all appear 
plainly to be Civil Worſhip, and not Divine, 
ſo it is plain from a Caſe put by our Saviour 
himſelf, Mat. 18. 23, to the 29. that even 
proſiration and worſhip, with a Lord have pati- 
ence with me, was paid not only to Earthly 
Kings, but to Fellom Servants upon Juſt occa- 
ſions. And the Worſhip paid to our Saviour, 
by the Eleven Diſciples, after his Reſurrecti- 
on, is expreſſed by the ſame word Tezouvia, 
Hat is generally uſed in the Texts above 3 
tet 
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ted, and may theretore reaſonably be deemed 
to be the ſame Civil Worſhip only. So that 
I am yet to ſeek both for Precept and Exam- 
ple to Worſhip Chriſt as God. And I am 
ſure, I am ſafe, if (in Obedience to the Com- 
mandment of God, quoted by my Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, as heretofore delivered 
to the Iſraelites, and (till in force under the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation) 1 warſhip the Lord my 
God and hm only. And if (in purſuance of 
the Commandment of the Goſpel, delivered 
by the Meſſias himſelf) I offer up my Pray- 
ers and Praiſes to the One Eternal God, in the 
Name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 1 am 
{ure I ſhall be heard, I (hall obtain, I ſhall re- 

ceive what I ask for, my Mediator doubts it 
not, neither do I, Fo. 16. 23, 26. l 
And the Objection of Idolatry ſtill ſtands 
as before, and is much ſtrengthened by a 
Conceſſion of the Biſhops, P. 134. The truth 
whereof ſhines with ſo much luſtre, that no 
Body can deny it.“ For this is not to be 
denied (ſays he) that there can be but one 
Eſſence, properly Divine, ſo but one God 
of Infinite Wiſdom, Power, and Majeſty, 
* that there can be but one Perſon, original- 
&« ly of himſelf, ſubſiſting in that Infinite Be- 
* ing, becauſe a plurality of more Perſons, 
ſo ſubſiſting, would neceſſarily inferr a 
multiplicity of Gods. And that the Fa- 
ther is originally God.“ Thus far is un- 
E 2 deniably 
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deniably true. But from hence he concludes, 
* That Jeſus Chriſt (not being the Father) 
* cannot be a Perſon, ſubſiſting in the Di- 
& vine Nature Originally of himſelt;“ I muſt 
admit that too, let the Conſequence be as it 
will, which, he ſays, is. That the God- 
&* head is communicated to him by the Fa- 
ce ther, who is not only Eternally, but Ori- 
« ginally God.“ Thus he argues. And 
from his laſt Words I collect, that, according 
to him, Jeſus Chriſt is o»ly Eternally, but not 
Ori2irally God. This is evidently implied 
by him. And here I muſt confeſs my want 
of Literature, for I don't know any difference 
between Originally and Eternally. And yet 
I have reaſon enough to think, that if the 
word Eternally, had been inſerted in the Pro- 
poſition in the place of Originally, the infe- 
rence of a multiplicity of Gods, and his im- 
mediate Concluſion thereupon, would have 
been as Neceſſary as it is the other way. Pray 
what is the difference between Originally and 
Eternally. In the beginning, Jo. 1. 1. Is not 
that Originally ? Or is it not now, as it was 
in the beginning? For my part I have always 
thought, that as it was in the beginning, is 
now and ever ſhall be, world without End. 
And if, as he ſays, the Godhead is communi- 
cated to the Son, he muſt at leaſt be ſuppo- 
{ed to be a Spirit before ſuch Communication 
or elſe not capable of it. And if fo, then 
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this Spirit, and the Holy Ghoſt, a Spirit alſo 
according to him, is taken into the Godhead, 
who was before a Spirit: Are there not at 
this rate three Spirits in the Godhead? And 
is not that Tritheiſm, Dr. South ſays it is. 
And I do declare, that I do Believe in One 
God, and that that One God 1s One Spirit. 
atv 5 OO, Fo. 4 24. And I think that 
Ghoſt is not the proper Engliſh of -vivue, in 
holy Writ, but rather, Spirit, in all places of 
Scripture, it being ſo rendred already in many 
places. And that as the 3 x4y& is no where in 
Scripture (aid to be the Son of God, but only 
to have Tabernacled in him, fo neither is the 
Word the proper interpretation of it, but ra- 
ther Ratio, Reaſon or Wiſdom ; for that in it 
are lodged the FEterng rerum Rationes, the O- P. g. 
riginal Idea's of things, called in Scripture, the 
Lite and the Light of Men, Fo. 1. 4. 
I alſo confider the Words of St. Paul, 1 Cor. &. 
45,6. There 3s none other God but one. For though 
there be that are called Gods, whether in Heaven 
or tin Earth, (as there be Gods many and Lords 
many, ) to wit, among the Gentiles, who as they 
had many Gods ole, in Heaven, fo they had 
alſo many Lords Agents on Earth, under 
their reſpective Gods, who were called Dai- 
#015, and were the Souls of departed He- 
roes, and acting, as they imagined, between 


| them and their Gods. They alſo Worſhip- 
ped them as Gods, or as Demy —_ = 
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Ghoſt Gods, as Mr. Mead calls them. But 
now in Contradiction to this, not only to 
their having many Gods, but to their ha- 
ving many Lords, and to the Worſhipping 
ot Dzmons or Lords Agents, he pronounces, 
in the 6th Verſe, that To us there 3s but 
one God the Father, of whom are all things, 
and we in him: And one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by 
whom are all things, and we by him. That is, 
ſays Mr. Mead, as is afore quoted, One God, 
one proper Object, to whom we are to offer 
up our Prayers and Sacrifices; and One Lord 
Jeſus Chrilt, 7. e. one Lord Agent, or one 
Mediator between God and Man, by whom a- 
lone and by whoſe interceſſion, all our Pray- 
ers and Praiſes are made acceptable, and are 
offered up to God, the only proper Obje of 
our Worſhip. And this to me ſeems a plain 
determination, that we are to Worſhip God 
only, and to Pray to him alone, as Diſciples 
of Chriſt our Mediator; and in his Name, 
according to his Commandment above recited, 
and for his Sake and Merits, by whom are all 
things and we by him. But if this be not ſuf- 
ficient, St. Paul, to take away all doubt of this 
matter, hath delivered his Judgment more 
clearly in point, however it comes to pals, 
that in our Exgliſo Tranſlation the ſenſe of it 
lies ſo hidden and concealed, that it is in a 
manner, (to the unlearncd ar leaſt,) dead and. 
buried. I therefore follow Mr. Mead's Tran- 
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Nation of the Words, to wit, in the 17th 
of the AFs, v. 18, where St. Paul having at 
Athens Preached Jeſus and the Reſurrect ion, 
the Philoſophers thus encountred him [That 
he ſeemed to them to be a Preacher of =ivoy du 
wovier new Daimon] i. e. in their ſenſe; de- 
parted Heroes, to whom they ſhould offer 
up their Devotions, Prayers, and Praiſes. And 
therefore v. 19. deſired to know of him, 
what this new Doctrine of his was, viz. to 
have a direct Anſwer to the matter thus char- 
ged upon him by the Philoſophers To whom 
St. Paul retorts their Accuſation [Te Men of 
Athens ſays he, v. 22. I ſee you in all things 
Sundries, too full of Daimons already] the 
plain import and Conſequence of the Word 
is, and therefore you may depend upon it, I 
Preach no new Dæmons unto you: I don't 
propoſe Chriſt to you as an Object of Divine 
Worſhip. But as you do. already, v. 23. ig- 
norantly Worſhip the unknown God, that is 
the God whom you know not, Him there- 
fore I declare unto you, viz. v. 24. The God 
that made the World and. all things therein. the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth, v. 26. who hath 
made of one Blood all Nations of Men, to dwell 
upon the Face of the whole Earth, and who hath 
determined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation, v. 27. That they ſhould 
ſeek the Lord, if hap'ly they might feel after him 
and find him, tlo he be not far from every one 
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of us, v. 28. for in him we live and move and 


have our being. But doth the Apoſtle end 
here? Doth he ſay nothing of Chriſt our Sa- 
viour? Whether or no he be Man or God, or 
ought therefore to be Worſhipped, which was 
included in the Queſtion, and the chief in- 
tent of it. He doth therefore not end here, 
but ſubjoins to what he had ſaid before, which 
was in effect (that they Worſhipped too many 
Men already, to that I ſay he ſubjoins, in the 
fame Speech and Breath, that Chriſt was a Man, 
v. 31. And that that God, whom he had 
Preached unto them, had appointed a day where- 
in he would judge the World in Righteouſneſs 
by that Man (Jeſus) whom he had ordained, 


and that in aſſurance thereof, he had raiſed him 
from the Dead. Our Apoltle in all this An- 


ſwers the Philoſophers in their own way and 
ſtile, and gives them a Natural and Philo- 
ſophical Account of God, appealing even to 
their own Poets, and Condemns all Man- 
worſhip as Idolatry, and declares a Judgment 
to come, and that although our Saviour, by 
the appointment and Ordination of God, is 
to be Judge of all the World, yet that he 
was a Man, and Conſequently not intitled to 
Divine Worſhip, by them paid to their Ghoſt 
Gods. 

Thus he explains his Doctrine of Jeſus and 
the Reſurrection; can any thing beclearer and 
plainer ? But ſuppoſe after all, that I am miſta- 

| ken, 
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ken, and that this Man, our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, be alſo the very God, whom S. Paul 
hath been deſcribing, and be the very God of 
Ifrael, that ſaid, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods 
but me, which to be ſure can't poſſibly be col- 
lected from what St. Paul here ſays; bat ſup- 
poſe it, what Hazzard is run hereby ? in Wor- 
ſhipping the God of Iſrael, I Worſhip him, if 
he be the very God of Iſrael ; but it he be not 
that very God, then he that worſhips him as 
the very God of Iſrael is an Idolater, both ac- 
cording to St. Paul, and according to the Biſhop 
and Archbiſhop before quoted. And ſo is he 
(according to the Biſhop) if he doth but hi 
that he is not God, tho he be ſo. But it is ve- 
ry hard to conceive, if Chriſt were God, that 
St. Paul upon ſo clofe and home a Queſtion, 
ſhould diſtinguiſh him from God, by and un- 
der the Name of Man. And yet he does ſo; 
For he ſays that God will Judge the World by 
the Man whom he hath ordained as is afore- 
cited. But if theſe Notions are true, then is 
not great part of the Church of Chtiſt im- 
merged into Idolatry? And hath been ſo for 
many Hundred Years. And how is it to be 
imagined? That God Almighty ſhould ſuffer 
it ſo to be. I Anſwer that he hath not only 
ſuffered it, but foreſaw it and foretold it, by 
the ſame Apoſtle St. Paul, in his firſt Epiſtle 
to Timothy the 4 Chapter and the iſt Verſe, 
thus Engliſhed by Mr. Mead, Howbeit the Spi- 
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rit ſpeaketh expreſsly, That in the latter times, 
ſome ſhall revolt from the Faith, attending to 
| erroneous Spirits and DoGrines of Demons, 
Tim. 4. l. Aas Fat Superior, And ! verily fear that the 
matter before me, is an Inſtance of the De- 
clenſion of the Church towards the fulfilling 
of this Prophecy, which is yet more abundant- 
1y fulfilled, in all the changes, varieties and 
diviſions poſſible, in the Church of Rome, from 
whom we are therefore juſtly ſeparated and re- 
formed. And I would to God that the Refor- 
mation had advanced alittle higher, even be- 
yond the Four firſt General Councils, inaſmuch 
as the Doctrine of the Trinity, as by them 
Taught, or ſince Explained, is by one of the 
*Bereridge Learned Biſhops * of our Church declared In- 
+ Gatrell's bolſible; by another f Inconceivable, p. 27. 33. 
Conſidera · Jnexplicable, p. 60. and Inconſiſtent with all Hu- 
ile rü mane; Notions, p. 33. and that not to puzzle 
17. the Underſtanding is an Invincible prejudice 
againſt any Account given of it, p. 32. And yet 
he argues, p. 53 that a Principle, generally Ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, ought to be ſo plainly Re- 
vealed as to be eaſily underſtood by ordinary 
Capacities. And yet ſays, that if there could 
be any new way found out of making the 
| Trinity conceivable by Humane Underſtand- 
ing, he thinks we (ſhould be under no obliga- 
| tion of Believing that particular Expoſition of 
_ it, p. 67. and adds, that the Terms wherein this 
Dees Doctrine is fee forth, arc * not Scriptural, 
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and that they include in them ore than the 
Idea or Notion of God, p. 49. which he ad- 
mits to be full and compleat without them, 
p. 48. And if it be not therefore fully Aſſented 
unto and Believed: Tet it is to be hoped that 
God Almighty Pardoneth and Abſolveth all 
them that truly Repent, and unfeignedly Believe 
his Holy Goſpel. 

O Lord I Repent, accept I beſeech thee my 
imperfe& Repentance. O Lord I Believe, 
help thou my Unbeliet. 

I Believe in God the Father Almighty, Ma- 
ker of Heaven and Earth. And in Jeſus Chriſt 
his only Son our Lord, who was * begotten by + Concer. 
the Holy Spirit, Born of the Virgin Mary, ” eſt mu- 
ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, was Crucified * 
Dead and Buried, he deſcended into Hell, he 
roſe again the third day from the Dead, he af: 
cended into Heaven, and fitteth on the right 
Hand of God the Father Almighty.from thence 
he ſhall come to Judge the Quick and the Dead. 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholick 
Church, the Communion of Saints, the for- 
giveneſs of Sins, the Reſurrection of the Body, 
and the Life Everlaſting. Amer. 

This is the Catholick Faith. 

This is what my Godfathers and Godmother 
promiſed for me in my Baptiſm. This is all 
that 15 required of Perſons to be Baptized into 
the Church of England. This is the only Con- 
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feſſion of Faith which ſhe requires of her Dy- 
ing Members. 
And all this I ſtedfaſtly believe. 

And I pray God be merciful unto me, and 
forgive me all my Sins, for the ſake and me- 
rits of Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, and through 
Faith in his Blood; and upon the Terms and 
Conditions of the Goſpel, even of Faith and 


Repentance, and Amendment of Life. Auen 


and Amen. 


SOLL DEO GLORIA, 
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APPENDIX. 


TO do right to the Aſhes of that very 
good Man, Dr. Beveridge, the place 
herein before referred to, 1s in a Poſthumous 
Book of his Thoughts, (in bis Younger Years 
I ſuppoſe) Art. 3. where, ſpeaking of the My- 
ſtery of the Trinity, he declares that he can- 
not poſſibly conceive it, but that he ever did, 
and ever ſhall look upon thoſe apprehenſions 
of God to be moſt True which ſeem moſt Im- 
poſſible. But to this, I add, that in the Se- 
cond Part ot his Book, Page 42, 43, 44. he 


de- 
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declares, © That unleſs we firſt know, that 
e ſuch and ſuch Expreſſions belong to God, 
« and what is the true meaning of them, it is 
«© impoſlible to arrive at the knowledge of 
* him, which is neceſſary to our ſerving him 
« aright; and that it is impoſſible to ſerve him, 
* unleſs we firſt know him. For that our 
“ Wills are always regulated by the ultimate 
Dictates of our Underſtanding, and that 
* withouta right knowledge, there can be no 
% Acgzax Aurpiiay NO reaſonable Service.? Think 
on then, O my Soul, and endeavour to know 
the God thou ſerveſt. Let not your Ignorance 
be a barr to your Diligence, you may happily 
feel after him and find him, AFs 17. 27. 15 ſo 
alſo he rewardeth them (even the ignorant, v. 
23.) that diligently ſeek him, Heb. 11. 6. Seck 
and you ſhall find, Mat. 7. 7. But on the contra- 
ry, they that don't like to ſearch, or to find 
out God by ſearching; God Almighty gives 
them up to an unſearching, unjudicious, repro- 
bate mind, Rom. 1. 28. Therefore he that hath 
Ears to hear, let him hear, Mat. 1 1. 15. that is, 
Otere tuo Ingenio, make uſe of the faculties that 
God hath bleſſed you with. And according- 

ly I do proceed, and fay, 1 
Fr. That I conceive that every thing, that 
is ſaid in Scripture, or can properly be ſaid, 
of the Nature or Attributes of God, may be 
Scientifically demonſtrated, Rom. 1. 19, 20. 
And particularly what God Almighty = of 
* 


e . 


tas 
— wa — — 


[ 46 ] 
himſelf, Exod. 3. x4. and what St. Paul ſays 
of him to the Athenians, Acts 17. and allo 
what is ſaid of God and the « e in the 
five firſt Verſes of St. John's Goſpel ; that 
Noble Epitome of Philoſophical Divinity: And 


that not only may be, but 2, ſo demonſtrated 


by the Learned and Ingenious Philoſopher 
and Divine, Mr. John Norris, in bis Theory 
of the Ideal World, a Book well worth Read- 
ing and conſidering. And I agree with Bi- 
ſhop Pearſon, P. 117. That nothing can 
de more clearly Penn'd, to give full Satrs- 
e faction touching the Truth thereby taught, 
and that theſe words of St. John ſeem, with 
< a ſtrange brevity, deſigned to take off all 


Objections, and remove all prejudices touch- 


* ing that Truth. But he and I differ about 
the truth thereby laid down, as is hereafter 


mentioned. And as to the manner of St. Fohr's 


Writing, I alſo highly approve of the Biſhops 
Obſervation, P. 121. © that the Evangeliſt ri- 


© (eg ſtrangely by degrees, making the laſt 


© word of the former Sentence, the firſt of 
* that which follows.” This is a very juſt 
Obſervation, and is true from firſt to laſt, and 
yet not well heeded by the Biſhop himſelf, 
for he breaks through it in the very firſt Verſe, 
which is E, dpy5 iv 6 aiy ©, g 6 aoy © vv mes my 
Oe, Y Oles iv 6 x%yCr, wherein there are three 
Sentences, and as the firſt word of the ſecond 
Sentence is the laſt of the firſt, ſo the firſt word 


of 


[ 47 J 

of the third Sentence is the laſt of the ſecond. 
But he (following I ſuppoſe the Engliſp Tran. 
{lation) lays it down as a Truth, declared 
by the Evangeliſt, without heeding his own 
Obſervation, that the 3 ai+y@, is God; and ſo 
makes and expreſsly declares, p. 119. God to 
be an Attribute of the 5 xi+y&. Whereas the 
Evangeliſt declares that God is the ? π ?, and 
by Conſtruction that the 3 aiy& is an Attri- 
bute of God; The Form of Speech ſupports 
the Conſtruction, and St. John's general Me- 
thod ſupports the form in that particular, and 
ſo the Words ſtand in the Original as above 
quoted: And the difference between us is, he 
{ays, that God is an Attribute of the 5 a4y@- 1 
ſay, with St. John, that the 5 is an At- 
tribute of God. 

And I farther ſay, as I have learn't from 
the Biſhop himſelf, © That although the 
Divine Attributes, p. 127. be the ſame with 
the Divine Eſſence; yet are they never in 
* the Scripture called God; (nor ought to 
be ſo for this reaſon, as I conceive,) be- 
s cauſe when we ſpeak of an Attribute, we 
** ſpeak explicitely and in part only: But 
** when we pronounce the Name of God, 


<<. we ſpeak implicitely and in full. +. This + conſide- 
I learn of Dr. Gaſtrell. So then the Words '#t19ns on 


the Trini- 


ought not to be read backwards, as they are ty, p. 31. 


in our Engliſp Bibles, thereby deſtroying both 
the Form and Sence of the Evangeliſt. And 


this 
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this 1 take to be a very Ancient Error, and 
generally imbibed at unawares , without ſta- 
ting, ſettling, or determining: And was fo 
privily brought into the Church, as that it 
was hardly ever made a Queſtion, but by 
ſurprize, it was rather taken for granted, that 
the 5 % was God (contrary to the expreſs 
Words of the Text before me) and that be- 
ing with God, it was imagined to be, alias 
à Deo; and having Tabernacled in the Son 
of Man, who was alſo, (for the particular 


reaſons aforementioned ) called the Son of 
God: He was, ed occaſtone, as I imagine, ſup- 


poſed to be Filius Dei quaſs Deas de Deo. 
Quoc non legitur in ſacris Scripturis. And yet, 
as upon this Foundation, queſtion upon que- 
ſtion was put, and Councils called, and they, 


to comply with what was already privily re- 


ceived, made ſtrange Reſolutions and Deter- 
minations; which, as I have heard, did not 
give general Satisfaction, did not quiet the 
Minds of Men; but have ever ſince been 
diſputed more or leſs: And being once out 
of the way of Truth, they could never fince 
get rightly in again, the former Acceptations 
and Reſolutions leading them ſtill further out 
of the way, into Xnigmata's, Hereſies, and 
Schiſms, and even into Idolatry itſelf: Where- 
of the Church of Rome is a laſting Monument, 
and whereof others are yet partakers in ſome 
Meaſure, if the Texts above-mentioned be 
herein 
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herein by me rightly quoted and underſtood, 
they not being contented with the Denomi- 
nation of Chriſtian: as owning and confeſſing 


of Jeſus to be the Chriſt, the Meſſias, which Jo. 20. 31; 


is all that is required of them by the Goſpel 
in Point of Faith; but as others fell fort even 
of that Profeſſion, fo theſe far Surmount it, 
and are become Chriſticole Worſhippers of 
Chriſt as God; whereby if he be not ſo, they 
commit Idolatry, and notwithſtanding any o- 
ther profeſſions of theirs, annul and make 
void all hopes of Salvation ; the ſame being, 
in effect, a denial of the Lord that bought 
them, for by embracing hin as the Lord, the 
God of Iſrael, they deny him as. the Lords 
Chriſt, Luke 2. 26. as the Chriſt of God, L. 9. 
20. as being aſhamed of him as the Son of 
Man, v. 26. All which, I verily think, could 
never have hap'ned, if the latter part of this 
firſt Verſe in St. Fohr's Goſpel had not been 
read backwards; For had they read it round- 
ly, as they found it, they muſt have ſeen and 
known that God was the 5 e, and that the 
5 aby@& was an Attribute of God, and, as ſuch, 
was with him, and of his Eflence in the be- 
ginning; and ſo neither Deus, becauſe it was 
an Attribute, nor alius a Deo, becauſe it was 
of the Eſence of God. And taking this to be 
the true ſenſe of the Words before me, there 
was indeed, as I think, no Ground or Foun- 
dation, whereon to Build thoſe Queſtions; 

G touching 
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touching which there were ſo many Diſputes 
and ſo many Learned Wrangles and Miſtakes, 
for they all vaniſb upon the right reading of 
the Text, and their Determinations with them. 
And if there is no Ground for the Queſtions 
themſelves, a Man ought not to enter into 
the debate of them. Let them henceforth 
therefore be as Waſte Paper. Let the Scrip- 
tures be more narrowly ſearched, and looked 
into, and let us read the pure Word of God; 
why ſhould future Generations be bound to 
rack their Reaſon, and ftrain their Conſcien- 
ces, and the Scriptures too, to ſupport the un- 
intelligible determinations of former Ages. 

[ obſerve alſo, that in this ſhort and ſenten- 
tious Epitomy, as it can*t be ſuppoſed, that 
there is a word too much, or too little in it, 
and eſpecially, no repetition, without very 
good cauſe for it, ſo neither is there, but yet 
great part of the firſt Verſe is repeated in the 
ſecond, for which a good reaſon ought to be 
aſſigned, which is this, as I apprehend ; the 
Evangeliſt is giving the Learned World an ac- 
count of the 5 , whereof they had alrea- 


dy ſome notions, both the Jews and the Gen- 


tiles, the Rabbi's and the Philoſophers, and the 
Learned Chriſtians, and which were neither 
altogether right, nor altogether wrong, ſo St. 
John having undertaken to ſet this matcer ina 
true Light; and in order thereunto having laid 
down two propoſitions concerning it, that it 
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was in the beginning, and that it was apud Deum, 
he then to prevent miſtakes, and by way of di- 
greſſion interpoſes theſe words 94 i» 5 x44; 
and having by this propoſition in ſome mea- 
ſure interrupted or broke off the immediate 
thread of the Diſcourſe he was upon, tho not 
the general deſign of it, he doth, as is uſual in 
all like cafes, reſume and repeat what he had 
{aid before, but in a ſhorter way, as is like wiſe 
uſual, and he made now one Propoſition, of 
that that was before two. The ſame, that is, 
the ſame xiy@, which was the laſt word of the 
preceding Sentence, as it ſtands in the Original, 
was in the beginning with God, and continues on 
in the ſame Sentence, that all things were made 


by it, and without it was not anything made; and * Beza's 
there that Sentence ends; and then he begins Tranſlati- 


again with the laſt word of that Sentence, 
T Oe, what was made was in it Life (fo 1 
think it ſhould be read) and the Life was the 
Light of Men, the Light ſhined in Darkzeſs, and 
the Darkneſs Comprehended it not. How juſt then 
was the Biſhop's Obſervation ? That the laſt 
Word of the former Sentence was ſtill the firſt 
of that which followeth. And I apprehend 


that the Repetition in the ſecond Verſe, with- 


out the interpoſition of @4 i» 5 aiy&@, (which 


cauſed the reſuming of them)might juſtly have 
been deemed a Tautology ; and reading the 
3d Verſe as in our Engliſh (and without him 
was not any thing made that was made ) makes it 
bald and paltrey, and interrupts both the form 
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and ſenſe of the Words, both which are reſto- 
red by adding the 5 h to the ſucceeding 
Sentence as above. 

F 2. But tho theſe Words of St. John, ſo 
miſunderſtood as aforeſaid, be as it were the 
Foundation or Corner Stone of the many mi- 
ſtakes and interpretations built upon them, yet 
there are other ſelect Sentences, eſpecially i in 
St. Johns Goſpel, which are alledged i in ſup- 
port of them: And being taken from the Con- 
text, and (tript of the Relation they have to 
the reſpective matters, whick gave occaſion to 
them, ſeem ſomewhat to favour their deter- 
minations. Such as is, I and my Father are one; 
. which I have already * conſidered and cleared, 
as I think, from any ſuch imputation. . | 

93. Another Text, to be conſidered upon 
the ſame account is, John 8. 58. Before Abra- 
ham mus, I am. Now theſe words I am being 
elſewhere applied to the Deity, as his Name 
and Eſſence, it is therefore fancied, that our 
Saviour, (they being his words, and ſpoken of 
himſelf” ) doth thereby declare himſelf to be 
God. Which will appear much otherwiſe, up- 
on conſideration of the Context : But I will 
firſt quote ſeveral places in Scripture, wherein 
our Saviour uſes the ſame words, I am, and 
where there can be no doubt of the meaning 
of them, as firſt, Mark 14. 62. where the 
Queſtion being put to him ; het thou the Chriſt 
the Sor of the — 2 bis anſwer was, 1 am. 


80 
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80 alfo, Luke 22. v.yo. Alſo John 13.13. Te 
call me Maſter and Lord, and yeſay well, ind ae, 
for Tam, Alſoſthe 19th verſe of the ſame Chap- 
ter: Now I tell you before it come, that when it is 
come to paſs, ye may believe in iy kw, that I 
am; our Engliſh is, that I am be, meaning, 
I ſuppoſe, the Chriſt. But that being not ex- 
preſſed in the Text, ſhews the Expoſitors Senſe, 
and clears the meaning of the words I am; 
which, in this Text ſtand as Naked, and with- 
out other Words to explain them, as 1n that 
now under conſideration. And in this fame 8th 
of St. John, v. 28. there is alſo this Expreſſion. 
Then Jeſus ſaid unto them, when ye have lift ut 
the Son of Man then ſhall ye know that I am. Theſe 
two laſt Quotations are an Ellipſis. And the 
Engliſb ſupplies this alſo as the former, I a»: he; 
and Dr. Pearſon in his Marginal Notes, chooſes 
to ſupply them with the Office of Chriſt, 
Ey cid ö Xeiwbs, Iam Chriſt; and J agree with 
him in it; or, which is all one, they may be 
ſupplied from the Engliſp Tranſlation of the 
25th verſe. When our Saviour was asked, 
Who art thon 2 he faith unto them, even the 
fame that I ſaid unto you from the beginning. And 
why may not the Senſe be the ſame here? if 
the Context will bear it. I will therefore conſi- 
der the Context, John 8.56. Our Saviour told 
the Jews, that their Father Abraham rejoiced to 
ſee his day, and he ſaw it, and was glad; the 

Jews, as they perverted every thing that _ 
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Saviour ſaid, ſo here they would ſuppoſe him 
to have ſaid, that he had ſeen Abraham; for 


ſaid they to him, v.57. thaw art not yet fifty.; years 


old, and haſt thou ſeen Abraham? and then fol- 
tow the words, before Abraham was I am. Well 
chen, (hall I now fuppoſe our Saviour to quit 
his own Propoſition to anſwer the Jews Cavil, 
or rather, in anſwering them to adhere to and 
make out his own Propoſition, this without 
Queſtion. What then is our Saviours Propoſiti- 
on? it is, that Abraham had ſeen his day; how 
could that be? and how doth our Saviours An- 
{wer make it outꝰ why, he {aw our Saviours day, 
as is well expreſſed in Clerks Harmony, beneficio 
Dei futura revelantis, in Moſes and the Prophets, 
and by Faith in them, as we now ſee his day 
in the Writings of the E uangeliſte, and by Faith 
them. So he was ny in Prophecy by Abra- 
ham, before he was Born; and by Us in Hiſtory, 
ſince he was Dead and Buried, and ſince his Re- 
ſurrection and Aſcenſion into Heaven. And fo 
our Saviour might well be underſtood, when 
he (aid before Abraham mas Born, I am. I am, 
What? why the 5 xo, the Saviour of the 
World, long before Abrabam. was Born, even 
of all that were Born fince the Fall of 1 
in virtue of that Promiſe of the Seed of the 
Woman; and ſo alſo of his Contemporaries 
the Jews, and of all future Generations, even 
Jeſus Chriſt, the ſame Yeſterday, and to dey, aud. 
for ever, Heb. 13. 8. in which ſame gte 
| ente 
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ſenſe = Hammond Expounds the Words laſt 
uoted. | 

; F 4. Another Text to be conſidered is the 
Words of St. Thomas, my Lord and my God, Jo. 
20. 28. which he ſpake to our Saviour, upon 
fight of him after his Reſurrection. Upon 
which words Dr.Pearſor lays very great ſtreſs, 
ſuppoſing them to be a Confeſſion of St. Tho- 
mass Faith, that Chriſt was God. And con- 
cludes his Remarks upon the Words in a Tri- 
nmphant manner: Let him be the Lord of 
me, and the God of me, who was the Lord 
© and the God of an Apoſtle. * Which words 
of St. Thomas in his Marginal Notes ſeem tobe 
admitted nevertheleſs not to import ſo much, 
without the aid of an Ellipfis [ Thou art] or of 
an Antiptoſis, the Nominative Cafe for the 
Vocative ; either of which I do ſuppoſe may 

bring them to his Senſe. | 
But he likewiſe Teaches me, by the ſame 
Marginal Note, thus; © Indeed it hath been 
** Anſwered that theſe Words are not to be 
* referred to Chriſt, but to God the Father. 
“So Theodor Mopſueſtenus in his Commenta- 
* ry on St. Fobn. Thomas quidem, cum fic 
*© credidifſet, Dominus mens & Deus mes di- 
* cit, non ipſum Dominum G. Deum dicens 
* (non enim ReſurreFionis ſcientia docebat G. 
Deum eſſe eum qui reſurrexit ) ſed, quaſs pro 
* wiraculo facto, Deum Collindat. Which 
ſeems, to me, to be the beſt Conſtruction ” 
the 
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the Words of St. Thomas, who declared, v. 25. 
when the other Diſciples had given him an 
Account of our Saviours Reſurrection, (by 
ſaying they had ſeen him) that he would not 
Believe it, unleſs he were ſenſibly convinced 
both by ſeeing and feeling. His Words are 
Except I Hall ſee in his Hands the print of the 
Nails, and put my Finger into to print f the 
Nails and thruſt my Hand into his ſide, I will 
not believe. Hereupon our Saviour appears to 
him and others, and v. 27. fays particularly 
to Thomas, Reach hither thy Finger, and behold 
ny Hands, and reach hither thy Hand and thruſt 
it into my ſide, and be not faithleſs but believing. 
Believe what? That am riſen from the Dead, 
whereof you were ſo diffident before, and 
which you cannot now chooſe but believe, 
having ſeen me yourſelf. Hereupon Thomas, 
in great wonder and altoniſhment, and with- 
our doubt with a Thankful and Believing 
Heart, cryed out, 5 God and my Lord, which 
did import his Beliet and Confeſſion to God, 
That Jeſus was Riſen from the Dead, which 
was the greateſt Miracle that ever was, and 
which, with many others that are not writ- 
ten in the Goſpel, were only to Confirm our 
Faith in Chriſt, as the Meſſiah of God, not as 
God, for it 1s ſaid particularly, ver. 31. That 
theſe that are written, whereof the Reſurrecti- 
on of our Saviour was one, and it was the 


chief one too, and moſt convincing, and the 
laſt 
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laſt mentioned before theſe words, and with 
out which all the others had failed of their 
end) were written that men might believe, that 
Jeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and that le- 
lieving they might have Life through his Name, 
ver. 30, 31. Now this being the Aim and 
end of all the Miracles that were ever done 
by our Saviour, and therefore of the Reſur- 
rection in particular, and of al the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and being immediately ſubjoined by the 
Evangeliſt to his Relation of this matter of 
St. Thomas; I cannot think that any thing was 
intended, by our Saviours appearance to him, 
but to convince him of his Reſurrection, and 
that he was the true Meſſias, and ſurely no- 
thing was intended by St. Thomas, but to own 
his Conviction and Belief, of that, which he 
did not believe upon the Report of the other 
Apoſtles, to wit, that Chriſt was Riſen from 
the Dead. I add our Saviours Reply to St. 
Thomas (as an illuſtration of what hath been 
ſaid) Becauſe thou haſt ſeen thou haſt believed, 
v. 29. Thou doſt now own and confeſs that 
I am Riſen from the Dead becauſe thou ſeeſt 
me with thine Eyes. Bleſſed are they that have 
not ſeen and yet have believed. | 
F 5. Another Text to be conſidered, and 

which is ſeemingly more flagrant than any I 
have yet mentioned, and that is, 4Fs 7. 59; 
And they ſtoned Stephen, calling upon God 
and ſay ing, Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit:. Now 

H to 
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to the right Underſtanding of this Text; it 
muſt be conſidered, that there are many Texts 
in Scripture, particularly, A&s 2. 21. wherein 
it is ſaid, that whoſoever ſhall call upon the Name 
of the Lord, ſhall be ſaved. And in all theſe 
Texts J am convinced, that by Lord, is meant 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. And ac- 
cording to our Engliſh Dialect, to call upon his 
Name may to us, that are Engliſb Bred and 
Born, import to Pray to him; and ſo I under- 
ſtood it for a long time. But »ow | find that 
the Original word Emyatur@,whichisin theſe 
Texts rendred, calling upon, is of a paſſive, and 
not an active Signification, but ſignifies the ſame 
as having the Name of Chriſt called upon us, 
or as naming the Name of Chriſt, 2 Tim. 2. 19. 
or calling Chriſt Lord, as in Mat. 7. 21. Not 
every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, thatis, 
that ſay that Chriſt is their Lord and Maſter, 
whereof our Saviour approves, and ſays we do 
well in it, Fo. 13. 13. and which very word is 
uſed, Lyke 22. 3. Judas was Sirnamed Jſeariot, 
and ſo alſo, Mat. 10. 3. AFs 1. 23. Ads 4.'36. 
which four laſt named Texts ſhew the true im- 
port of the word to be the ſame as Sirnamed : 
And that this is the general Tenor of it, in the 
Scripture, is Dr. Hammond's Opinion, and he 
quotes all the Texts above mentioned, and par- 
ticularly this Text about St. Stephen, now un- 
der conſideration, and that the Phraſe in Scrip- 
ture, of whoſoever calleth upon the Name of 


the 
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the Lord, is a Periphraſis for a Chriſtian; fo 
that the meaning of, they ſtoned Stephen, cal- 
ling upon the Lord, may be, that even when 
they were (toning of him, he owned Jeſus to 
be his Lord, and himſelf to be a Chriſtian. 
But doth not the Text ſay? That he called up- 
on God, and ſaid Lord Jeſus? And is not that 
as much as to ſay, Jeſus is God? In Anſwer to 
the latter Queſtion I ſay, yea, it is, but then in 
Anſwer to the former, I fay, the Text don't 
fay ſo, the Ergliſp Tranſlation indeed doth, but 
the Original doth not, God is not in that Text. 
But yet he ſays, Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit, that 
I own is in the Text; but then I conſider the 
Circumſtances of his Cafe, which was particu- 
lar from all others, inaſmuch as he had an im- 
mediate interview of our Saviour Sitting at the 
Right Hand of God, which, until our Caſe 
be the ſame with his, will not, I believe, a- 
mount to a ſtanding pattern of daily Prayer, 
any more than that of the rich Man in the 
Goſpel, Luke 16, who lift up his Eyes in Hell, 
and ſaw Abraham a far off, and prayed earneſtly 
to him, to ſend a Meſſenger to his Fathers Houſe, 
to his Bretheren there, leſt they alſo come into that 
place of torment. Which I ſuppoſe would not 
juſtify our offering up our daily Prayers to 
Abraham, notwithſtanding the Charitable im- 
port of that Prayer, which a Man would 
ſcarce expect to have found among infernal Spi- 
rits. I farther add, tomy Conſiderations, that 
H 2 it 
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it was after St. Stephen's couragious owning / 
himſelf a Chriſtian, and his perſonal applicati- 
on to Chriſt, That he kneeled down and prayed, 
* o. Hg k 5 1 %% n. 
F 6. There are two other Texts, which al- 
ſo, if duly conſidered, will not bear the weight 
that is laid upon them, to wit, that of our 
Saviours laſt Inſtructions to his Apoſtles, be- 
ing their Commiſſion to Teach and to Baptize. 
Mat. 23. 19. The Engliſh words in our Tran- 
{lation are theſe, Go and Teach all Nations, 
Baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. The proper 
Engliſh ths; Go and Diſciple, or make Diſci- 


ples of all Nations, Baptizing them into the 


Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Ho- 
ly Spirit, that is. into the Doctrine heretofore 
delivered by God. the Father to Moſes, and by 
him to the Children of {j-ael, and now rati- 
fied and confirmed, eſtabliſhed, perfected and 
enlarged upon by me your Saviour, the Son of 
God, the Meſſenger of the Second Covenant 
to the ſrazlites, and which you alſo ſhall be en- 
abled to Preach, Publiſh, and Divulge to all 
the World, both Jews and Gentiles, by the 
Holy and Gracious Influences, Gifts, and Gra- 
ces, wherewith you ſhall be, for that purpoſe, 
endued with, and inſpired by the Holy Spirit 
of God. And accordingly, v. 20. Ton are to 
Teach them to obſerve all things whatſoever 1 
have commanded yur. I that am a Lawgiver 
. 8 £1 like 
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like unto Moſes; and have Authority from God, 
v. 18. thus to Anthorize and Commiſſion you. 
And, with Dr. Gaſtrell's good leave, I think 
it now no greater Abſurdity, nor yet a ſtran- 
er Form of Baptiſm, to be Baptized into 2 
in, particularly the Son of God as Mar, than 
it as heretofore for the Children of 1/-ae! to 
be-Baptized-into'Moſes, who was a Man. For 
ſo it is written, And all our Fathers were Bap- 
tized into Moſes-in the Cloud and in the Sea, 1 
Cor. 10. 1, 2. Or to be Baptized with John's 
Baptiſm, which I ſuppoſe ſigniſies all one, as 
to be Baptized into John, or into the Doctrine 
of Repentance by him Preached. Or ſuppoſe 
now, that if, as in purſuance of the above-ci- 
ted Authority, a Man were Baptized into the 
Apoſtles Doctrine, would you, that Believe one 
Baptiſm for the Remiſſion of Sins, think it ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for him to be re-baptized? 
Or would you think the Commiſſion thereby 
given, well executed as to the Subſtance and true 
meaning of it? Inaſmuch as the Doctrine, 
taught and promulged by the Apoſtles, is the 
ſame with that taught by our Saviour himſelf, 
and whereby he confirm'd, perfected, and e- 
ſtabliſhed the Law given by Moſes and by God; 
ſo as he were ſo happy afterwards as to conti- 
nue ſtedfaſt in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fel- 
lowſhip, AFs 2. 42. As the 3000 Souls did, 
who were Baptized by St. Peter, and whereof 
we have Account in that Chapter, Af, 2. _ 
Joe? they 
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they did ſo continue. And I pray God that I 
may do ſo too, without which there is no Bap- 
tiſm, that l know of, will be of any avail, nor 
dol ſuppoſe even that to be available without 
Baptiſm, nor would I, notwithſtanding this 
Moote Queſtion, adviſe any Body to be Bapti- 
zed in any other Form, than that preſcribed 
by our Saviour, which I ud wiſn were al- 
ways adminiſtred in our Saviours Words, not 
In, but Into the Name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. And ſo l proceed to the other of 
the two Texts, viz. St. Pauls Bleſſing, 2 Cor. 
13. 14. The grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the Lowe of God, and the Communion of the Ho- 
ly Spirit be with you all, Amen. Which is as 
much as to ſay, (and which may well be deem- 
ed the full Import and Significatioti of the 
words, as ſuitable and conformable to the Do- 
ctrine whereinto we are Baptized,) vis. The 
Grace and Favour of God which bringeth Sal va- 
tion, Tit. 2. 11. in and by his Son our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, as alſo the Original Love of God, 
maniteſted to ns in our Creation and Preſerva- 
tion, as well as in our Redemption, and in his 
Proviſions of a poſſtbility of Salvation for us, 
even under the firſt Covenant, and now re- 
newed unto us under the ſecond Covenant, and 
upon eaſier terms; as alſo the immediate Influ- 
ences, Inſpirations, Gifts, and Graces of his 
Holy Spirit; even ſuch as were formerly be- 
ſtowed upon the Apoſtles, and other 1 
* | | IICl- 
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Diſciples of Chriſt, be with you all, Amer. 
This 1 ſuppoſe to be the fall} import of the 
words, and that they will bear no other 
Weight or Conſtruction. 

57. There is alſo a Text; Row 9: 5. which 
Dr. Hammond declares to be a clear proof of the 
Divinity of Chriſt; meaning that Chriſt is God. 
The Words are, Out of whom (the Fathers) as 
concerning the fleſh Chriſt came, who is over all, 
God Bleſſed for ever, Amen; and this is, Lage 
knowledge, literally interpreted. But methinks 
the Word, Amer, annexed to it, plainly ſhews 
it to be a Doxol/ogy; and by the helpofan Ellipſis 
(which all acknowledge to be very frequent in 
Scripture) may be teadily Engliſhed: thus. God: 
be Bleſſed for ever, Amen. Which was a common 
Form uſed by the Jews: And this being admit- 
ted, the Evidence of the Text Vaniſhes. 


$8. That. of Jo. 5. 7. Dr. Geſtrell * ſays is Cen- 
a diſputed Text, and no where elſe — A 


in the ſame or the like Terms and ſo not to” * 
be inſiſted on, which yet I don't object againſt, 
as thinking that God is one Eternal Eſſencr. 
Subſtance, or Spirit of Miſdam, Power, and Good ʒ 
and that theſe three Attributes of God (ubich, 
contain and indude in them all that can be at- 
tributed unto, God) are therefore a full ant; 
comprehenſeve Idea or Nition of God, who bath 
ecolndingy ſo manifeſted himſelf unto us; For 
his firſt: Marifeſtation 'of:bhymntelf” wasra5:God 
the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven _ 
Eart 
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Earth: His Second Manifeſtation was of the 
5 , Reaſon or Wiſdom, which Taberna- 
cled among us. And, his third Attribute be- 
ing Bonum, which is naturally ſus Communi- 
cativum, he, thirdly ſo manifeſted himſelf and 

communicated his Holy Spirit, even his Gifts 
and Graces, and other Inſpirations and Ema- 

nations of his Goodneſs, to the Sons of Men. 

And Mr. Mead ſays expreſsly, p. 92. that theſe 
three, Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs are compre» 

henſeve of all the Attributes of God; and that all 
Acts of Religion turn upon them. That our 


Faith in him is an acknowledgment of his Wiſ- 


dom and Juſtice. Our Praiſes and Thankſgi- 
vings, of his Goodneſs and Mercy; and our 
Prayers, of his Power, Dominion, and Sove- 
reignty: And theſe three are one, according 
to the Text in Hand: Ore God, one Eſſence, 
one Subſtance, one Spirit, Jo. 4. 24. And if this 
were received, as a due explanation of the Tri- 
nity, it doth not exceed our Natural Notion 
of God, but is conſiſtent with Humane Noti- 
ons. And a Man may be hereby enabled; with- 
out offering violence to Reaſon, to ſay with 
boldneſs, that he Worſhips One God, an Unity 
in Trinity, and a Trinity in Unity. And in 
this Senſe it may be Scientifically demonſtrated, 
and is agreeable both to Reaſon and Scripture. 
§ 9. There are alſo Three or Four other 
Texts, which may receive a plain and eaſy 
explanation, if I might but be allowed this 
| Ground 
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Ground to go vpon, viz. The Ancient Do- 
criue of the Preexiſtence of Souls, which was 
heretofore much Celebrated, and generally re- 
ceived, by the Learned Jews and Gentiles, as 
I haye ſomewhere read; and ſeems to me, to 
have been the Opinion even of the vulgar 
Jews, by that Queſtion by them put to our 
Saviour about the Man that. was born blind, 
Jo. . 2. Who did Sin? This Man, or his Pa- 
rents © that be was born blind. Which plainly 
implies their belief of preexiſtence. Which I 
alſo believe, and have a ſtrong Fancy, attended 
with great Humiliation of Mind and Thought, 
that all Mankind were in ſome Meaſure parta- 
kers of the Sin of Devils, and fought under 
Satans Banner; and methinks Satan's continued 
Solicitations and Temptations. To lay hold of 
us again, is a ſort of a Claim and Argument in 
tavour of this thought. And 1 alſo obſerve that 
weareall, both Men and Devils, to be Judged 
together at the laſt Day; they are reſerved to our 
Day ot Judgment, and we are tobe Puniſhed in 
their Hell, to wit, in the Fire prepared for the 
Devil and his Angels. But if we Men, were zever 
his Angels, then that Fire is not prepared for 
Men; unleſs it can be ſuppoſed, that an Hell was 
prepared by an Infinitely good God, for Men not 
in Eſe. Nor can any be ſuppoſed ever to come 
there, but thoſe for whom it is prepared. 

[ ſhall therefore reſume this Ancient Do- 
ctrine which not only ſtrikes a Light into ſe- 
veral Texts of Scripture, ctherwiſe dark and 

3 puzzling 
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+ Reaſon puzzling (and which Texts, thus enlightened, 
ne * reflect back a bright and clear Evidence, of the 


The Au. Truth of that Doctrine, which ſo enlightened 


thor ha- them) but alſo in great meaſure Juſtifies the 
ving decla- 


redhowapr Providence, and Goodneſs, and Love of God, 


and obno- in ſending us even into ſuch a miſerable Sin- 
xious Man = 


15 10 ine. tal World as we nom Live in, in order to the 


. 


eularLove, Recovery of our former Bleſſed and Angelick 
Adds. But State; and alſo gives a good Account of Ori- 
that,which O 


moſt of all ginal Sin, and of our proneneſs to Sinz and that 
1 we are anſwerable for it our ſelves, and cannot 
* con. charge either God or Adam in reſpect thereof: 


1 But only Lament our ſelves for it, every Man 
that ' tis a 


owing to being as Mr. Norris expreſſes it, his own Adam + 


himlelf, And 
and that he himſelf is the ſole Author of this his proneneſs to irregular 
Love. Iis a point Univerſally received, That the preſent State of 
Man is not that State wherein God firſt made him, but a State of de- 
generacy and depravation ; And indeed, tis no way congruous to ſup- 
poſe, that God could with the Honour of his Attributes, Tend ſuch a 
piece of Work immediately out of his Hands, as Man is no. And if 
God could not make Man at firſt in ſuch a State as he is now in, then 
neither could he /ubje# him to it without Sin. For if he could ſubject him 
to it without Sin, then he might as well have made him ſo at firſt; but it 
is {uppoled that he could not make him fo at firſt, and therefore neither 


could he ſubject him to this condition without Sin; And if ndt without 


Sin, then not without Sin really and truly committed by him. For, to ſub- 
ject him to this condition for the ſake of Sin arbitrarily imputed only, is 
the {ame as to do it without any Sin at all. Tis neceſſary therefore to pre- 
ſuppoſe ſome real Sin or other in Man, as the Cauſe of this his depravation 
and great proneneſs to irregular Love. But now whether every Man Sin- 
ned in his own Perſon for himſelf, and ſo was his own Adam, according 
to the Hypotheſis of the Pre- exiſtentiaries; or whether one Common Per- 
ton Sinned for all the reſt, as tis more vulgarly held, I ſhall nor here take 
upon me to determine. *Tis ſuthcient (viz. to his then preſeut purpoſe) to 
lay, in general, that tis neceſſary to preſuppoſe ſome Sin or other in Man, 
truly and properly ſpeaking, as the cauſe of this his depraved and miſera- 
ble Condition. And they that can intelligibly make out Original Sin, as 
is ulually termed, to be ſuch, may wake uſe of that Hypothetis. But 
if that be not intelligible, then we muſt of necefi*p come to pre-exiſtence. 
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And this alſo manifeſts how our Saviour is 
like unto us in all things, Sin alſo excepted; 
not only actual Sin in this Lite, but even what 
we call Original Sin. Which no Man l pre- 
ſume will pretend that he was in any manner 
Tainted with: Which yet, if it had cleaved 
to us, merely as the Sons of Adam, he muſt 
by Nature and Birth have been partaker of as 
well as others. But he was an unſining Angel, 
a glorified Angel, who, as the Text tells us, 
came forth from the Father, and came into the 
World, and again was to leave the World and 
go to the Father, Jo. 16. 28. At which words 
of his, his Diſciples ſaid unto him, Lord nom 
ſpeakeſ theu plainly and ſpeakeſt no Proverb, 
How came they ſo readily to apprehend and 
underſtand this then that is nom thought ſo 
difficult? Becauſe they believed the Pre-exiſt- 
ence of Souls. They readily believed hereby, 
that our Saviour was an Angel (ent from God, 
even the Angel of the Covenant, and that he 
was locally removed from Heaven, as the words 
import, and came forth from God, and was 
come into the World ; and that his purpoſes 
were to leave the World, and to go again to 
Heaven, to his Ged and Father there, with 
expectation then and there, to be glorified with. 
God, with the Glory which he had with him be- 
fore the World was, according to his Prayer, 
Jo. 17. 5. Of which Glory he had emptied or 
diveſted himſelf, Ph. 2. 7. and became a Man, 

* | I 2 like 
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like unto #s in all things, Sin only excepted ;' 
he not being degraded for Sin (and fo bring. 4 
ing no Original Sin into the World with him, 
as all other Men may be ſuppoſed to bè and to 
have done) but by a voluntary degradation 
of himſelf, according to the known Wilt and 
Commandment of Cod; And this his degra- 
dation was not to take hold of — But here 
the Engliſb Tranſlation interrupts me, for that 
ſays, Fo took not on him the nature of Angels, 
which Words ſeem to thwart and contradict 
what I am gaying. But the Original is other- 
wiſe, and, to do right to the Tranflators, fo- 
is the Margin of the Bible: And accordingly 
I was about to ſay that this degradation of 
himſelf was not to take hold of Angels, that is 
not to reſcue from Eternal Damnation Angels, 
that is, meer Angels, ſuch as were ditectiy 
and irre verſably doomed and reſerved by the 
Almighty to Eternal Puniſhment, but to take 
hold of, or reſcue from Eternal Damnation 
only ſuch, as were made Men (and particu- 
larly the Iſraelites who Were ot the Seed of 
Abraham ) who had thereby another tirn 
or poſſibility of Salvation, according to the 
purpoſe and grace of God which was given, 

B. unto ws in Chriſt Jeſus before the world 
beeav, Thele are the Words of St. Paul in. 
his Second Epiſtle to Timothy, Chap. 1. v. 9. 
And alſo in his Epiſtle to Titzs, Chap. 1. v. 2. 
he mentions the hope of Eternal Life, which 


God, 
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God, that cannot lye, promiſed before the world 
began. Now if this be true, and I think no 
body can deny it, for às God cannot lye, 
ſo neither doth the Apoſtle; Then this 
Hope, this Grace and Favour of God, this 
Promiſe was made and given to 2 Men in 
our ſlate of Pre- exiſtence before the World be- 
gan. And our Bleſſed Saviour, thus coming 
down from Heaven upon this Errand, and 
to fulfil this Promiſe, thus made to us be- 
fore the World was made, and other Pro- 
miſes thereof, ſince made to our Forefathers, 
and being found in faſhion as a Man, Phil. 2. 
8. and in the form of a Servant (of Sin, I ſup- 
poſe, as Synonymons with being in the like- 
reſs of 1 fleſh, Rom. 8. 3.) he alſo fur- 
ther © hmbled: hinifelf, and v. 8. became Obe- 
dient unto Death, even the Death of the Croſs, 
and all this for us Men and for our Salvation, 
And' here' I wonld be informed, whether 
or no it be poſſible for God to diveſt him- 
ſelf of his Glory, to humble, abaſe, or ex- 
alt himſelf, or to be Tempted. Or think 
you that God ever had his fellow, or in pro- 
priety of Speech, hath or ever had or can have 
an Equal, or any like him. Don't be ſür- 
prized at the Queſtion, for it is the ſame, 
that was long ſince asked by the Prophet 
Iſaiah in his argument againſt Idolatry, Ch. 46. 
v. 5. and is alſo anſwered by himſelf in the 
Negative, v. 9. And being ſo well backed 

in 
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in this Queſtion, it will I believe ſupport me 
in asking another. Can Gods Equal, if an 
were, be exalted above his fellows © But Chriſt 
our Saviour was diveſted of the Glory which 
he had with God before the World was made, 
and was humbled and exalted, he was alſo ' 
Tempted and in hopes and expectation of 
future Joys (Paſſions whereof God is not ca- 
pable) reſiſted the Devil, endured the Croſs, 
deſpiſing the ſhame and as a Reward of his 
Righteouſneſs, and of his Love of it, and of 
his hatred of Iniquity is now highly exalted, 
and is (et down at the right Hand of God and 
anointed with the Oil of gladneſs above his fel- 
lows, Heb. 1. 9. above all other Angels. 

And now let us Sing, Gloria in excelſs. 
Deo. For ſo Sang the Angels at the Birth 


of our Saviour. Why? What was that to 


them? How did it concern or affect them? 
They rejoyced it ſeems at the poſſebility of 
Salvation, thereby to be wrought for Man- 
kind, and conceived yet greater hopes of 
their being reſtored to Heaven agatn, and 
to be rejoined to their Heavenly Company 
and Choir of Bleſſed Angels. And ſo they 
alſo Sang at the Foundation of the Earth, 
Job 38. 7. and for the ſame reaſon too. And 
even yet, in conformity to this, there ic Joy 
in Heaven over every ſingle Sinner that repenteth 
here on Earth, L. 15. 7. | 

| GLORIA, 


Cor) 
GLORIA, DEO, IN EXCELSIS. 


Glory be to the Lord God Almighty, the only Gen. 1. 1. 
1755 God our Saviour through Jeſus Chriſt our Rom. _ 
The only good God, ö * L. Il. 8. 
* - one Eternal Spirit of Wiſdom, Power and Mat. 1 — 
ood. . o. 4. 2 
The Unity in Trinity and Trinity in Unity 2 A 5+ y 
which I adore. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
ſhall be, world without end. For in the begin- 
ning God created the Heavens and the Earth; 
by Power, according to Wiſdom, prompted by 


Good. Or in Scripture phraſe, The Holy Spi- Gen. 1. 2, 3. 
rit of God moved. 


God ſaid let there be 
And there was. | 

Glory be to him that is. Exod 3.14 
The one Eternal Univerſal Eſſence, in whom | Cor. S. 4. 


I live and move, and am, and whereof all are Adds: ;. 28 
partakers. | 


Glory be to God. Amen. 
GLORIA IN EXCELSIS DEO. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


'INCE the finiſhing this Treatiſe, I have 
) ſeen a Sermon of Dr. Mangey's, intituled, 
Plain Notiens, &c. I read it over with great 
Hopes and deſire of being ſet right in my 
Notions on the Subject matter hereof, and 
I think ſo 1 am, but contrary to my Expecta- 
tions I am rather Confirmed than Confuted 
tor I find by him, that the three former E- 
vangeliſts ſay leſs of the Doctrine of our 
Lords Divinity than St. John, p. 11. who 
according to Archbiſhop Lillotſon, doth in- 
tirely and throughout his whole Goſpel de- 
clare our Saviour to be a Man. This Sermon 
likewiſe Teaches, that our Saviour conſtantly 
called himſelf, by no other Name than, the 
Son of Man, p. 10. That the Jews were 
Strangers to this Doctrine of our Lords Di- 
vinity, p. 9. And that all our Saviours Diſci- 
ples were ſo too, including the Apoſtles, ex- 
cept Peter, p. 10. but no reaſon or Text 
aſſigned 
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aſſigned for that Exception. And the Do- 
ctor doth almoſt ſay that our Saviour did 
never declare or ſay that he was God, p. 10, 
It, 20. And if he had declared it I think 
the Doctor would certainly have produced 
the Text, and not have argued, that he did 
implicitely (ay ſo and fo, p. 19. and that 
by his Actions he ſhewed his Intentions that 
we ſhould Believe ſo, p. 20. tho? he did 
not expreſsly ſay fo. But there are it ſeems 
ſome doubtful terms and expreſſions, p. 21. 
for if it had been at firſt expreſsly diſco- 
vered, the Doctor ſays it would have been 
hazardous and have given too much ercou- 
ragement to Polytheiſm and Idolatry, p. 9, 
10. So out Saviour being cautious himſelf 
in this matter, p. 11. left it it ſeems for 
his Diſciples to do for him after his Re- 
ſurrection, p. 10. But did he give them 
any Commiſſion for it? I ſee none, The 
Commiſſion that I ſee is, Mat. 28. 20. gi- 
ven even after his Reſurrection, and as their 
laſt and Comprehenſive Inſtructions: Th. 
they were to Teach all Nations, to obſerve 
all things whatſoever he had commanded. And 
thus it appears that our Saviour did not 
arrogate to himfelf the Name and, Worlhip 
of the Deity, p. 21. Nor do I imagine 
that the Apoſtles went beyond their Inſtru- 
ctions; But if any Terms and Expreſſions, 
be in themſelves doubtful, or hard to be 

K under- 
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underſtood, they muſt and ought to be ex- 
pounded by and according to thoſe that 
are plain and eaſy, and not in Danger of 
being miſconſirued. Or we muſt be con- 
temed not to underſtand them, rather than 
ſubvert the whole Tenor of the Goſpel 
delivered by our Saviour, Repent ye ſays he 
and believe the Goſpel, Mark 1. 15. Theſe 
Words, Mr. Mead calls, The brief of our 
Saviours Sermons. and the. Summ and Sub- 
{tance of all Chriſtian DIVINITY, viz. 
Repentance towards God, and Faith to- 
wards our Lord jeſus Chriſt, Ads 20. 21. 
The one importing our return to God, the 
other, the way and means of our return. 
And according to this, Jon believe in God 
ſays our Saviour (in another Place,) believe 
alſo in me, 1. e. You believe in the Word 
of God delivered down to you by Moſes 
and the Prophets, believe alſo my Goſpel z 
for I come not to deſtroy Moſes and the 
Prophets, for they bear Witneſs of me, Acts 
3 24. And if you believe God and them, 
you mult believe me alſo. For the Word 
Faith in the New Teſtament, from one 


end of it to the other, imports only the 


Believipg in Chriſt, that he was and is the 
Melſiab, the Angel of the Covenant. So that 
by theſe Words our Saviour is far from 
expreſsly demanding our Worlhip, p. 19. 
Although he did permit (I leave out the 

Word, 
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Word, Counive at, for ſhame) the H mage 


and Reſpe of his Diſciples; two ſoft Words 
but work'd up at the end of this ſame, 
Page 19. into Divine Worſnip; for ſuch 
ſurely he intends by the Quotation of a 
Text, as it ſhould ſeem to be, being Printed 
in Text Letters; but no Chapter or Verſe 
named, and there the Word, . Worſhip, is 
Four times repeated; but I find no ſuch. 
Text. And it he means, Jo. 5. 23. The 
Words there are, Honour rot Worſhip and 
may refer to the Day of judgment it it 
hath relation to the Verſe immediately pre- 
ceding. And the Original Word for Ho- 
nour there, is the ſame that is uſed in o- 
ther places in Scripture, where we are 
commanded to Honour all Men, 1 Pet. 2. 
17. to Honour your Father and Mother, Exod. 
20. 12. to Honour the King, &c. So this 
proves nothing. But after all, the Worſhip 
paid to our Saviour upon Earth was all 
Civil Worſhip and ot Divine. Which the 
Doctor himſelf hath proved, at unawares, 
by admitting that the Jews in general, and 
the Diſciples in particular, did mot take our 
Saviour for a Divine Perſon, p. 10. So 
they could not intend Divine Worlhip with- 
out intending Idolatry. 1 admit that our 
Saviour Taught as one having Authority, 
and that he calls the Goſpel, my Doctrines, 
my Words, my Sayings. And the Doctor 
K 2 — : 
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ſays, that this is a certain proof that Chriſt 
was God, p. 14, 15. But I think not fo 
certain a proof; For as I remember St. Paul 
alſo expreſsly calls it my Goſpel, Rom. 2. 16. 
Rom. 15. 25. and our Goſpel, 2 Cor. 4. 5. 
x The. 1. 5. and nothing fo frequent as 
tor Divines to ſay St. Foh»s Goſpel and St. 
Matthews Goſpel, G. Bur he ſays the 
Apoſtles call their Preaching the Doctrine 
of Chriſt; And is it not alſo called the Do- 
Arine of the Apoſtles? A 2. 42. So then 
theſe appellations are actually applied even 
by Holy Writ to thoſe that are vt God. 
Which the Doctor ſays could not be ap- 
plied to any other than God. And even 
the Law of God, delivered by Moſes, is 
called the Law of Moers; but was never 
ſuppoſed to be. a certain proof that Moſes 
was God; Yet Moſes was a Lawgiver, and 
fo was our Saviour, like unto Moſes, As 
to the Argument, p. 14. grounded upon an 
high Commiſſion, ſuppoſed to be in our 
Saviour, to ſet aſide the Precepts of the 
Ceremonial Liw, and upon a Suppoſition 
that he did accordingly ſet them aſide. 
This Argument maſt certainly fail: For in 
fick. our Saviour did not ſer aſide any part 
of the Law. He came to fulfil the Law not 
to deſtroy it. The Law was a Schoolmaſter 
70 bring us, the Jews. unto Chriſt; and nom 
thut Chriſt is come, we, the Jews, are indeed 
Ir no 
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no longer under that School maſter, Gal. 3. 24, 
25. Neither are we reprovable in reſpedt of 
an Holy day, or of the Nem Moons or Sab- 
baths, Col. 2. 17. and why not? Becanſe 
they were only the Shadows of things to come, 
which things are now come, for the body is 
of Chriſt, v. 19. So even the Ceremonials 
of the Law were never actually or formally 
abrogated or ſet aſide, nor was there any 
Commiſſion or Authority given, or requiſite 
for that purpoſe, nor any Ad in purſuance 
of any ſuch Authority. So that Argument 
is alſo become null and void. But I agree 
with the Doctor in one thing, for I perceive 
that he is of Opinion with Biſhop Pearſon 


and others, that he that don't believe that 


Chriſt is the very God of Iſrael, who ſaid, 
Thou fhalt have no other Gods but me, and 
yet prays to him and worſhips him as God, 
is certainly guilty of Idolatry, and I believe 
ſo too. And a Conſcientious Man ought 
to act conſiſtently with his own Opinion. 

And I have therefore made a diſtinction 
between Chriſftien;- and Chrifticole, in Juſti- 
fication alſo of my on practice of riſing 
off my Knees, as occafion ſerves, which 
yet I do with great modeſty and filence, 
ſeeking not to diſturb or offend the Con- 
gregation z at the ſame time, nevertheleſs, 
Sanctifying the Lord God in my Heart and 
Praying to him, in the Name, and for the 


Sake of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for thoſe 
ſame Bleſſings for which the Congregation 
are offering up their Prayers to Chriſt ; 
which yet are promiſed to thoſe only who 
ſhall ask them of God the Father in the 
| Name of Chriſt, even by the Text inſiſt- 
[| ed on by the Doctor, p. 153. Jo. 14. 13, 
14. and by three or four other Texts, Jo. 1 5. 
16. Fo. 16. 23, 24, 26. And which is 
duly owned and acknowledged by our 
Church in her laſt Prayer after the Com- 
ttianion Service, whereby ſhe doth in a 
Summary way, beſeech Almighty God, 
ho hath promiſed to hear the petiti- 
ons of them that ask in his Sons name, 
% mercifully to incline his Ears to their 
f < Prayers and Supplications faithfully ask- 
«| ed according to his Will;” according to 
| his revealed Will therein above recited. 
i And as to that other Summiry Prayer In- 
F trated St. Chryſoſtome, I humbly apprehend 
I that the Text there referred to, Mat. 18. 

| 20. is not well recited nor rightly appli- 
ed, being Tanght by Mr. Law, in his Re- 
ply to the Biſhop of Burger, that therein 
is deſcribed a Solemn Aſſembly ſitting in 
Judgment upon Offenders, his words are, 
p. 115. Here is the deſcription of that 
[i Church before whom the Offender was to 
1 be brought, and whoſe Authority Chriſt 
8 promiſed to ſuppdrt, and which Mr. — 
| there 
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there diſtinguiſhes from the Church conſi- 
dered as a greater number of Chriſtians , 
however met together upon other occaſi · 
ons. And which is very viſible upon 
comparing of Mat. 18. from Verſe the 15, 
to Verſe the 20, incluſive, with the five 
firſt Verſes of the 5th Chapter of St. Paul- 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthiens, And the 
meaning of thoſe other words of our Sa- 
viour at the cloſe of St. Matthews Goſpel, 
quoted by the Doctor, p. 17. Aud I am 
with you always even unto the end of the 
world; may much rather be, as they are 


commonly underſtood, That this Authority 


ſhould always reſt upon the Apoſtles, and 
their Succeſſors for ever, than as a Decla- 
ration of Omnipreſence as his own Attri- 
bute, having never called himfelf by any 
other Name than the Son of Man. And in 
like manner St. Paul alſo, tho? abſent, was 
preſent in Spirit and Judgment with the pow- 
er of Chrift at the Corinthians ſolemm meet- 
ing, 1 Cor. 5. 3, 4 | 

Now as I writ this Account of my Faith 
for the Satisfaction of my own Conſcience, ſo 
I publiſh it for the good of my (elf and others: 
For the good of my ſelf, that if I be in the 
wrong, 1 may be ſet right, which I can 
never fe for unleſs 1, do publiſh it. For 
the good of others, that if I be in the 


right, they may be ſo too; it being writ 
ten, 
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ten, when thou art converted ſtrengthen the. 
Brethren, L. 22. 32. For it may pleaſe God 
to Oydain ftrength out of the Mouths + 
Babes and Sncklings, Pal. 8. 2. out of the 
Mouth of the . for fo I am, 1 
freely -own it. But even «he unlearned 
muſt be ſaved by their own Faith, which 
yet muſt be the Faith of our Lord Jeſur 

Chrift, Acts. 4. 12. The Faith onte delivered 
to the Saints, Jude 3. and that without any 
Mixture of Faith whereof there is no Goſpel. 
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34 OME "HD have happened by the Authors t being out 

100 of Town, which the Jodicious Reader is deſi red to Cor- 

8 rect as follows, Page 15. Line 16. for 00 . read 

1 wer. P. 26. L. 5. for 5 6207 how, r. $p@wT fon P. 28; 

10 » ult. for 7by danfivoy S r. Toy A ©s:v. P. 35. 
| L. 25. for Oles I. Seel. P. 42. * 41 r. a 


P. * 5. for i ** r. 27%. 
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